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EDITOR'S PREFACE. | 


In order to obviate any ob- 
jections that may be started against 


this Edition of Mr. Bruen's Life, 


on the score of its not being li: 
terally copied from the Original, 


the Editor informs his Readers, =_ 


that some of the Author's devia- 
tions from the course of the Nar- 
rative are abridged, and others en- 
tirely omitted; and this is done, 
not with a view of imposing upon 

the Public, by vending a mere 
| catch-penny, under a _ specious 
titles but in order at once to fur- 
nish them with a cheap and com- 
plete Portraiture of the venerable 
Mr. Bruen, and to do away the 


7 necessity of sometimes looking over 
A2 1 = page 4 


v. —_ 


a page or two 0 dry, uninteresting 2 
matter, to come at a few lines 
; whim treat upon facts. 


7 he publisher feels confident, 
that a comparison between this and 
the original Work, is sufficient to 


— 4 


determine the public in favor of 
the present Edition: and that it 1 
may be made useful in promoting 
the best of causes, is the sincere : 
wish of | 8 
f 

The Public 3 — t 
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THE READER. 


x, book is an W e having wok 
) long since left fatherless, and kept under 
hatches: but now, through His assistance 


brought to light. At was a rule of Pytha- 
goras, that his scholars be five years in 
School before they were permitted to 
speak: but this work has lain above twice 


in whom the fathe er find mercy, it is 


five, before it could be suffered to 3 in Y 


the language of the press. 


e 


— 


In order that both the Aa and his 
Subject, like Demetrius's statues, may re- 


main free from the soil of envy and de- 
| traction, I wish to give mew tatiafaction 
concerning them. | | | 


1. As to the Sabject: He was a man 80 
renowned for piety, that the mouths of the 
most religious, prudent and learned men, 
in their times, have blessed him, and 


praised God for him. The famous Mr. 
Perkins, being dead, yet speaketh of him, 
thus; 8 Tis hou SC 


was none other than 
| the a 


A. TO THE READER. 


. the "TIO of God, and for rellyai he car- 
ried the top-sail of all England.” To this 
Ladd the testimony of the Right Rev. 
Father in God, the Lord Primate of all 
Ireland, a man equally eminent for'learn- 
ing and piety : he said, speaking of Mr.“ 
Bruen, In him was the very beauty of 
boliness; and he was of so amiable and 

_ Cheerful a countenance, that when I be- 
held him, I was reminded of Moses, whose 
very face shone, as honoring some more 
than e er of T ia ace in ** | 
Eh 3 


1 a to * Author: Nearness of _— 
650 forbids me to say much here. I | 
shall leave his own works to publish his | - 
abilities, and among many others the fol-!“ 

lowing. However, I dare be bold to. af- 

- firm, it was not ostentation, or the thirst of 
popular applause, which induced him to 1 
enter upon this undertaking ; but a desire (| ? 
to perpetuate the memory of a worthy 1 
. gentleman, of whom he treats in such a 1 
manner, as might, make best for thy er- 8 


25 
52 


1 and the Creator” 8 glory. 5 | 2 
G lying aid all prejudice, read 81 


gruse it 8 


and if A 


'TO THE AvaDER. - 
this clave Would therefore: break FA ves 

mish it, let him know the disadvantage 2 
his own, not the Author's; and for one fo 


face he saw before, he will then discover 
„ 1 . : 


If the zeal of the Author, or | his subject, 1 
outgo thy expectation or 5 gs blame 
them not; ; Since, as there is no pointing at 
any man's person, 50 there is no conniv- : 
hs at any one's sins. | 
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Ba - 
If, in the discountenancing and batteving © 
down of particular errors, either of judg: 
ment or practice, thou thinkest the narra- 
11 tion mingled with too much bitter 2 
hicra remember, sharp sauces best Des om 
L he meat, and 9 the W 


* But if all this will not do—if, Gallo 
1 thou carest for none of these things — 
re Vet be persuaded to remember the rule f 
our Saviour, to do to others as thou wouldst 


* they should do to thee : deal not with the 5 | 
good names of the Author. and his Subject 


as Licurgus did with the coins of his-coun-- 
try, or as Rehoboam did with his father's "= 
Shields—which they found of beaten gold. 1 
but left of brass. Rather treat them as 
Augustus did the walls of Rome ; which, bag - AH 5 55 I 
Found of n | * of 5 5 | 


vii TO THE READER. 


whatsoever in them is virtuous,” honest, 
Just, lawful, laudible, and of good report, 
that follow; and while thy charity is thus 
' $hewn towards them, the blessing of God 
be with thee, | 0 


1 : The Subj ect's Kinsman, 
'The Author's Son, 


Fa... "NN And thy Servant 1a Christ, 


i FT | Y n 


Prescott, May 20, 


SAMUEL HINDE. 


EHE VERY SINGULAR | 
LIFE 


OF 


| JOHN BRUEN, Esa. 


FORK 


J OHN BRUEN, of Bruen Staſileford, 
in the county of Chester, Esq. was born 
in the year 1560, and 'was allied to man 
of the most ancient and worshiptul fami- 
lies in the country. His father, a re- 
spectable gentleman, was descended from 
Several worthy ancestors, the Lord hav- 
ing continued their race, and established 
that family, in their own name, place, 
house, and state, for many generations: 
a blessing, I acknowledge, of no extraor- 
dinary note—yet rather remarkable, be- 
cause, even in these parts, not a few fami- 
lies, that have flourished in great pomp and 
pride for a season, and have thought their 
houses should be continued for ever, and 
their dwelling-places to all generations, 
calling their lands by their names, have 

- OB T5 5575; oP: 


Y '  - > THE LIFE OF 
had their hopes and their lives cut off to- 
gether, their posterity swept away as dung, 
and their names overwhelmed with the 
ruins of their habitations ; their root being 
rottenness, and their blossom vanishing 
into dust, as the prophet speaketh. 


to a sister of Sir John Done, of the house 
of Utkinton, by whom he had no issue. 
She dying, he took to wife the daughter of 
Thomas Holford, of Holford, Ksq. by 
whom he had fourteen children: so did the 
Lord entrust him with ua large portion of 
lis own inheritance, and recompence the 


of his family: for children are the inlie- 
-. _ritance of the Lord, and the fruit of the 
= womb his exceeding rich reward, _ 

. fon Bruen was the first-born of the 
male children, the beginning of his father's 
strength, and heir-of the family. 

Several of his brethren, and sisters were 
holy. persons, but. especially that rare gen- 
tlewoman, Mrs. Cath. Bretterg, * whose 
VVV 
- * 'Fhis lady was studious of the Scriptures 
from her childhood. She married Mr. William 


age; nf. died at the end of two years, legying 
d. 


| . one child; When in her last illness, she togk. 
the Bible, ane Joyfuliy being it, sald 50 
it is good for me to be afflicted, that I may arn 


thy 1 the law. of thy mouth is better unto 
an gold and, silver,” The day Ne 
ö 5 5 | that 


me, t 


The elder Mr. Bruen was first married 


former barrenness with a pleatiful increase - 


Bretterg, when she was. about. twenty years of | 


JOHN BRUEN, ESQ. > 
praise is in print, and wliose fame has been 
sounded forth, and proclaimed to the 


churches of Christ, more than twenty 
years ago, 2 two silver trumpets f of the 


Gospel. her it miglit be truly said, 
among her sisters, Many daughters have 
done virtuously, but thou excellest tliem 
all.“ So also may it be gaid of T7 among 
his brethren, as is recorded of Jabez among 
his, because of his greater acquaintance 
with God; “ Jabez was more honorable _ 
that his brethen, because he called on the 
God of Israel, and God granted him that 
which he requested. * 
It was not Mr. Hruen's double poftion, 
the privilege of the first- born; nor is birth 
and blood, in being so res ＋ de- 
scended; nor his dignity, in being 80 Ho- 
norably allied: it was not all or any of 
| these things that 's 7 * the ee 
| that of her death, she lay with a cheerfuf eountes - 
nance, whilst her husband read some portions'of 
Scripture; and when he came to that passage, 
John xvii. 24, Father, I will that they also whom 
thou hast given me be with, me where Lam,” &c, 
she said, 7 O ! ha appy am I, that ever I was bor, a 
ay 


to 2 this blesse > Nh ralse, O praise 
för hid mereled 17 On the end of May 


fl 31, 1601, her strength and speech be init 

8 fail, she said; My warfare is accompli hed, an} 5 
P mine iniquities are pardoned ;” and immediately 

WH reSigoed Her happ py 5 pirit into _-= hands ol hee 

* See her Life 


Kebyenly Father.- 
| + Mr, Leigh and Mr, Harris 


— THE LIFE OF 

of his praise and honor, or the staff of his 
comfort and rejoicing in the world: he 
was otherwise taught of God. Let him | 
that glorieth glory in this, that he knoweth 
me, saith the Lord,” * | 
It would be well if the rich and great, 
like this gentleman, would cease to admire t 
themselves on account of worldly gran- 1 
deur; and esteem the reproach of Christ 1 
greater richtes than the treasures of Egypt: 2 
For what is the flower of nature, without p 
ce, but a stinking weed of a fair colour? t 
What i is nobility, without piety, but an S: 
earthen pitcher, covered with silver dross ? h 
ti 
te 
I 
d 
O! 


What is he that is rich in the world, and 
not rich towards God, but a branded Fool, 
even by God's own sentence though he 
have goods laid up for many years, and say 
to his soul, as if he had spoken to a swine, 
„ Soul, take thine ease; eat, drink, and be ec 
merry?“ And what is a gentleman, with- al 
out the true faith of Christ in his heart, ti. 
and the holy fruits thereof in his life, but be 
a mere gentileman, an alien from the com- de 
monwealth of Israel, and a stranger from of 
the covenants of promise, without hope, 
| and without God? _ fat 
| Notwithstanding Mr. Bruen wanted Ti- Sh 
moth 's education, who was instructed in  {Wbe 
the . Scriptures from his childhood; yet Wre: 
have I heard well of his parents” care in 
e _ up, with the rest of their 
LE 5 children, 


N 


children, in an orderly, civil, and (as the 


times then were) religious manner; and 


the Lord preserved him, in his younger 


years, both from the poison of popish su- 
perstition, and the contagion of gross sins 
(which, for want of the light and life of 
the ministry of the Gospel, then reigned 


in those parts) as if he intended to reserve 


him as a vessel of honor for his own: house, 
and so by little and little to fit him for the 


purpose. I do not say, that he was at that 


time altogether free from all savor and 


smell of popish lees and lies; or that his 


heart, in the heat of youth, had been en- 


tirely clear from youthful lusts: but that, 
to the glory of the grace of God, he was 


not settled upon any popish dregg, nor ad- 


dicted to any of the common and cursed sins 
of the time, as base lying, wanton and wick- 
ed swearing, rioting and revelling, drinking 
and gaming, or that fleshly sin of fornica- 
tion; which last enormity has blasted the 


beauty and glory, blemished the names, 


defiled the bodies, and polluted the Souls, 
of many young gentlemen of our day: 


When he was about seven years old, his 


father Having rebuked and corrected him 
Sharply, for the commission of a fault, he; 
being in much grief on account of his pa- 
rent's displeasure, and desiring to find some 
means of comfort and relief, took up a. 
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little prayer- book, and went apart into his 
5 father's 


SSL AGE OF —_- ö 
father's chapel ; and there, in reading and 
praying, as well as he could, was comforted i 
with inexpressible joys. This he himself . 
related; and added, But being a child, Il if ; 
knew not what those joys meant: the next i | 
day I went to the chapel again, and used l 
the 'same means, but found not the like | 
comfort.” WCLö t 
What we ought to think concerning a i x 
_ child's prayer, and such inexpressible joys WM þ 
_ thereupon, I cannot well say: yet 1 re- f 
member what Austin says of himself MF þ 
vrhen a child, v:z. that, observing others t! 
pray to God, he learnt to conceive of him p 
as Some great and mighty One, who, tho' W 
he was not known by sight, yet could both v 
hear and help us at his pleasure: For, Ml 
being but a Nw _ N I began to ri 
; 7 unto : Nee, m a rexuge ; i 
8 — prayed. — little oor Ago © 
might not be beaten at school.“ — No 
doubt God doth sometimes cause the holy 
and heavenly fire of divine grace to break | 
forth from the heavts and lips of children, 
in prayer tu himself, when, through weak- 
ness of understanding and want of judg- 
ment; they neither know whence it is, nor 
what is the meaning thereof. Samuel, 
when a child, ministered unto the Lord 
before: Eli, though he knew him not, nei- 
ther had had @ revelation. of his word: 

yea, hue had communion. witty the Lord, as 
. ; recorded 


make sweet impressions of his Spirit and 
truth on the hearts of children, as I doubt 


— 


JOHN BRUEN, ESQ. © 7 


recarded 1 Cam. iii. 10,. * Samuel, Samuel! 


then Samuel answered, Speak; for thy ser- 
vant heareth,” I * we are not to look 

for such things now a days; yet, seeing the _ 
Lord is not bound, though he bind us to 
the use of his ordinary means, he m 


not he did on the heart of Mr. Braen, when 
12 was grie ved on account of having of- 
fended his father, patiently submitted to 
his severe correction, and had recourse to 
the Lord, by such means as were in his 
power, both for the pardon of his sin, and 
the comfort of his soul under that afftiction; 
which I am the rather inelined to think 
was the case, because, being asked in his 
riper years as to the beginning og his call- 
ing and conversion, his usual anewer was 
« Even of a child little.“ 15 

For want of a schoolmaster at dene 
Mr. Bruen was in his tender years sent to 
his uncle Dutton's, of Dutton, there to be 
trained up under James Roe; where he 
continued three years: and here he learnt 
something of grammar, and a little civility, 
but received no nurture and information in 
true religion, his uncle's fam being great, 8 
and of great liberty. 

When he lived at this place; by means 
of musicians, and a chest of vials: which 
was kept in the house, he was drawn by 
desire and delight into the een 

2 where 


s a 


ö 
where he profited so well in that kind of 
youthful activity, that he not only pleased 

Limself therewith, but gave more delight 
to his parents than was meet. | 


These tricks of vanity,” he afterwards ' 
said, © were held commendable i in those 


days of ignorance.” — Poisons are given 
sweetened with honey; and vices deceive 
under the appearance of virtue. Sober 
and single dancing, of men and women 
apart, hath had its use, and been com- 
mended, not only among the heathen, but 


among the people of God; when by nim- 


ble motions: and gestures of the body has 


been expressed great joy of heart for some 


good possessed, or when God's glory has 


thereby been set forth. But mixed dancing 


of men and women, with light and lasci- 
vious gestures, framed in number and mea- 
sure to please a wanton eye and provoke 
each other's lust, or to serve the humour of 
some wicked Herod, hath ever been held, 
both by the ancient fathers and the best 
heathen authors, to be unlawful, sinful, 
shameful, carnal, sensual, and vilih— 
hateful to God, and hurtful to 5 

The mercy of God was very obgervable 
in preserving Mr. Bruen, amidst such al- 
lurements to wantonness, from the stain of 


gross uncleanness: : and great is the misery 


of many young men and women, who rush 
into the 5 of loose dalliance and 
ee daneing, 


# 
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dancing, with such as have their hearts set 


on fire with burning lust, and consider not 
that the beginning of such mirth is fooligh- | 
ness, the continuance madness, and the 
end bastardy and beggary and, if repent- 


ance prevent not, tlie very curse of God, 


which is the greatest misery. . 
The prineipal cause of his — 5 8 


and his vanity, touching these things, 
was, as binself n the Po pish 


and profane state of the people of th 
country round them in those days: 


At that time,“ saith he, the holy Bea 


baths of the Lord were wholly spent, in 5 


all places about us, in May- games and May- 
poles, pipings and dancings; for it was a 
rare thing to hear of a preacher, or to have 


one Sermon in 2 Jear—all vg profuicty 


in ignorance and error.. : 
Our eyes, God be blessed, have seen bet- 4 


ter days, because of the day of grace; 
and our ears have heard ef hetter things, „ 
the Gospel of grace: and shall we, then, 
that are called to be the children of the 


light, remain in fellowship with the un- 
fruitful works of darkness, as if we still 
loved darkness more than light? God for- 
bid. How shall we, mat are dead to Such | 
eins, live yet therein? ; 
In a common contagion, when the inks 5 


bitants of a place are in danger, men are 


3 for 255 Health oe 
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10 THE LIFE OF;.*- 
to a W air; if our vineyards are over- 
grown with brambles and briars, and we 

cannot get rid of them, we remove the best 

plants to a better soil: so did the Lord 

put it into the hearts of this gentleman's pa- 

rents to deal with him; who transplanted 

him into the university of Oxford, that 
vineyard of the Lord, when about 17 years 
of age; where he probably first received 
145 the love of the truth with an understanding 
mind. He was accompanied by his bro- 

1 ther Thomas, and they were both main- f 
* tained there, as Gentlemen Commoners, in | 
Alban-hall, in an orderly and sufficient man- 

ner, for the space of two years. 

It appears that he brought with his "* ; 
Oxford some seeds and weeds of popish MW 1 
errors, He acknowledgeth, that, as St. 0 
Paul said of the men of Athens, he was t 
then very superstitious.— Augustine confes- a 
.Seth, he was a Manichee, before he was ae 
professor and preacher of the true religion; ¶ e 
and Paul acknowledgeth, he was a Pharisee, fi 
before he was entrusted in Christ's service. a 
Every man, indeed, by nature, is a Phari - ta 
see, and more or less a friend to popery; ¶ pi 
there being no religion so agreeable to car- 
; Hal reason and fleshly wisdom, nor so pleas- 
ing to natural affection, as pharisaic devo- 
tion and hypocrisy, popish superstition and 
idolatry ;, which is not said with an intention 
49 e Mr. n $ fault. or to draw 


vei 


JOHN BRUEN, ES. 11 
veil over the errors of his youth; but to 
magnify the grace of God, who found him 
going astray like a lost sheep, and was 
pleased to bring him back to the flock and 
told f. Chr 8 
The special instrument whereby the Lord 
did work was his own word, first sounded in 
his ear by one of his companions, a towardly _ 
young gentleman, and afterwards applied 
by the Spirit to his heart. The gentle 
man here alluded to was Mr. John Brere- 
wood, the son of an alderman of the city 


of Chester; who, being well grounded in 


the truth, and seeing Mr. Bruen infected 
with some popish errors, as the forbearing 
of meats and drinks for conscience sake, on 


Friday and other days, the forbidding of 


marriage to ministers, and divers other 


opinions of the like nature, being as willing 


to shew himself an enemy to his errors as 
a friend to his person, mounting God's great 


ordinance against the popish canofis and 
constitutions, taking his shot and powder 


from the Scriptures, he fired from the altar, 
and battered down the strong holds of Sa- 
tan, laying level with the ground every pa- 


pistical opinion that had exalted itself 


against the true knowledge of God, and so 
brought. every thought into captivity: to 
the obedience of Christ; insomuch that the 
word of God was ever after better esteemed 
and entertained by him. The portion of 
ff RL nn» 


/ 
* / by 


12 THE LIFE or 


Seripture which he principally urged was, 
1 Tin. iv. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 against the doctrine 
, of forbidding meats and marriage. 

The ordinary public means of conver- 
Sion is, I confess, the ministry of reconci- 
liation by the * of the Gospel; 
vet can / not denied that God doth 
sometimes use private persons for enlight- 
ening, convineing orsmiting the consciences 
of Sinners, or drawing them from the fel- 
.  Jowship of their old companions, into the 

. - ordinances of God, and the communion of 
his servants.—“ The fruit of the righteous 
is a tree of life, and he that winneth souls 
is wise, saith Solomon. Daniel also hath 
a saying to the like purpose: “ They that 
be wise shall shine as the brightness of the 
firmament ; and they that turn many unto 
righteousness, / as the stars, for ever and 
ever.“ St. James speaks yet more plainly, 
chap. v. 19, 20.—80 was David drawn 
from his bloody rage, by Abigail's whole- 
some counsel. So was Monica, Augustine's 
mother, reclaimed by her maid calling her 
Meribibulam.* So did Augustine, in a 
rhetoric lecture, convert Alipius, by a simi- 
litude taken from the vain games, en 
he immoderately delighted, 

What proficiency: Mr. Bruen made dur- 
ing his stay at the university, I cannot say, 
eee re en r . mot. hee; been 
29 24 > eee 
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much, as the time was short, the means for 
his aid but small, and the impediments- 


many; especially these two, which are 


blocks in the way of many, and great ones 
too, dulling the edge of desire and delight 


in the studies of a college; namely, idleness 


and remissness at home, and ignorance of 
the true grounds of grammar, which they 
should be thoroughly acquainted with be- 


fore they are sent thither. However, a 


scholar cannot be made out of every piece 
of timber, neither is every man's metal of 
gold, but some of silver, some of brass, &c. 


I will not say that the gentleman of whom 


we speak was of the best nature for mak- 


ing a Scholar of, nor of the best disposi- 
tion for great employments; but I am well 
assured, that upon such a nature, and such 


learning as he had, the Lord was pleased to 


lay the foundation of a better building (bes: 


gun in his youth, and reared up in his riper 
age) than all the gold and silver either of 


nature or art could otherwise have provided 
for him.—It is the wisdom of our God, 

when he will furnish men with his graces, 
and employ them in his service, sometimes 


to pass by such as are noble by birth, oomely 


in person, and excellent for natural and Zi 


acquired abilities, and make choice of such 


ikely, in the eye of reason, to compass any 
FOES 8 
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as are of a middle or mean estate, of inne- 
rior parts and gifts, and who are very un- 


N great 


— 
— tf 
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great OP or os any 5 services, | 


for God or man: and this he doth, that all 
may know their sufficiency, and the efficacy 


and fruit of all their desires, to be of God; 


that he 'who worketh all niay have the 
glory of all, both now and eve. 
One egg is not more like another than 
this gentleman was to the admirable Gale- 
acius Caracciolus, Marquis of Vico, in Italy, 
as the sequel of this story will shew ; who, 


being young, a mean scholar, and but lately 


entered into the school of Christ, was as- 
sailed by the Arians and Anabaptists in 
those pärts, who endeavoured to seduce 
him from the truth, and entangle him in 
their gross errors and blasphemous fancies. 


Notwithstanding many of his opponents 


were men of learning, yet, by the simplicity 
and plainness of the truth of God, and the 
inspiration of the Holy Ghost, be. not only 
discovered the folly of their heresies, but 
even untied their loo, brake their nets 
wherewith they would have held him, and 

por non. confuted them. 
the year 1579 Mr. Bruen left the uni- 


versity, and returned to the place of his 


nativity, his father being desirous of set- 
tling him in the marriage state. In the 
year following the daughter of Mr. Hard- 
Ware, who had been twice Mayor of Ches- 
ter, was recommended to 5 father, and by 
rer . to his son: which . 
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he entertained with reverence, well know- 
ing that he was to him in God's stead, as to 
the disposal of him in matrimony. Accord- 
ingly, not long after, on the mutual love 


and assent of the parties, and the joint con- 


sent of the parents, they were married in 
the N of G. woe ot 
This was a pious entrance upon God's 
ordinance, the matter being so warrantable 
on all sides: for in this case the father doth 
not marry the son under years of discretion; 
nor doth the 20, dl of age to judge for 
himself, through the rage of lust, steal from 
his father, and, by wanton attempts, and 
rash and foolish contracts, prevent his fa- 
ther's choice, and bestow himself at his 
pleasure. This is worthy the observation 
and imitation of Nen and children, in 
their matrimonial cortracts, especially such 
as are higher in rank than ordinary: There 
are many gentlemen, and others too, 80 
earthly minded and covetous, that no sooner 
do their children peep out of the shell, but 
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j. they begin to plot and provide a match for 
is them, little regarding where they set and 
t- sow, graft and plant. Witness also the 
ze brutish and base lusts of children, who, 
d- having made their flesh proud by pamper- 
8. ing, contemn and cast off the fear of GOd 


and governor, and, stealing themselves from 
their parents, and robbing others of ts | 
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and man, magistrate and minister, father 


In the early part of Mr. Bruen's ma- 
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dear children, they, in. the rage and heat 
of their burning lusts, either like fed horses 
neigh after their neighbours! wives, or rush 
together like Anah's asses and mares, to 
beget and bring forth mules — a bastard 
brood, or'a froward and wicked generation. 
It was far otherwise with the couple of 
whom we are speaking, who were united 
in the fear of God, and continued together 
with much comfort and content, he dwell- 
ing with her as a man of knowledge, and 
she with him as a faithful helper ; and they 
had the blessedness of seeing the fruit of 
their bodies as branches of the vine, or as 
olive plants round about their table, for the 
space of seventeen years. 


trimonial state, being in the prime of life, 
(about the twenty-tixgt year of his age) he 
was much addicted to the ordinary exer- 
_cises and recreations of hunting and hawk- 
ing, attending horse - races, and affecting the 
company of such gentlemen of note as 
took e in these things; insomuch, im 
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father 10 that worthy Knight, Sir John te 
Done, Yate High Sheriff of the county of in 
Ouhester, they kept between them fourteen G 
 iCouple of great-mouthed dogs, fur the pur- Pr 


| Pa5c of satisfying their humour and plea- WH 
Sure an the sports of the feld. 
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I have not much to commend him for in 
these matters, but rather think him blame- 
worthy, for mis-spending his precious time 


in such carnal delights, and wasting his 


estate upon brutes, to serve his lust, which 
might have been much better bestowed on 
his own family, or the poor members of 
Jesus Christ: for if we must give an ac- 
count, at the day of judgment, of every 


. idle word, how much more shall we be ac- 


countable for every idle hour and every idle 


work I — and if, when we have plenty of 


food, we are carefully to gather up the 
broken meat, that nothing be lost, how 
much more ought we to be careful that we 
be not guilty of so wicked and wilful waste 


as to give the children's bread unto dogs, 


when the cries of the poor cannot be heard 


for the yelling of these animals. That 


which Judas spake we may here repeat 

with propriety : 

waste?“ e 3 
But what is meant by all this? some 

may inquire ; © will you condemn all hunt- 

ing, &c. as sinful and unlawful ”—T will 

tell you my opinion respecting the question 


in a few words. Amongst the creatures of 


God, since the fall of man, there are some 
profitable and some noisome; and very _ 
many of both kinds are at enmity amongst 

themselves. There are not any of those 
which are serviceable to man, but what 


2 


What need of all this we 
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' groan under bondage. This was not so 
gr om the beginning. Had it not been for 
the sin of our first parents, there would not 
have been any strife and variance in the 

brute creation: the wolf would have dwelt 
with the lamb, and the leopard have lain 

down with the kid; and the calf, and the 
young lion, and the fatling together ; and 

2 little child might have led them. From 

this we may conclude, that, if the eagle 
fly after her prey, the hound pursue the 
hare, and the hawk seize the partridge, 
in consequence of our sin, these things can- 
not properly be delighted in. I therefore 
think it unlawful to take pleasure in the 

pain and torture inflicted by one brute upon 
another. — God hath given us ſiberty to 
take the lives of some of his creatures, and 
the labour of others, for our use; and hath 
allowed us means, both natural and arti- 
ficlal, to bring them to our hands: so may 
we use, with discretion and moderation, 
the swiftness of the greyhound to course 
the hare, the sight and flight of the hawk 
to take the partridge, the scent and saga- 
city of the hound to hunt the deer, the 
nimbleness and/subtilty of the tumbler to 
catch the coney; yet we are by no means 
to delight ourselves in the enmity of the 
creatures, as I once observed a gentleman 
do, who, being about to feed a hawk, took 
a4 a live 8 by the wings, and with great 

| violence 
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violence rent them from the body, and 
then plucked away the legs also, the body 
of the poor creature trembling-in his hand, 
while the hawk devoured the limbs, to the 
gentleman's great satisfaction. 

& A good man is merciful to his beast, 
saith Solomon; giving him a due allowance 
of pasture, fodder,” and provender, mo- 
gerdking his labour, and with-holding his 
hand from cruelly beating, spurring, Whip- 
ping, and scourging him. The groans of 
the horses used in hunting, gry. WC * 
Should soften the hearts of their foolish 


masters. If our enemy's ass lie under his 
burden, we are in duty bound to relieve 
him: How much less ought we to lay in- 


tolerable burdens upon our own beasts !— 
O that we could learn to be merciful as He 
is whose tender mercies afe over all his 
works | —and that horse-racers, rank-rid- 
ers, and hot-spur hunters, would modérate 


their pursuits after pleasure, in imitation of 


the following examplee 
Mr. Bruen having spent some years AE 


his life in vain delights, as above related, 


lest he should trifle away his time in carnal b 


pleasures ariy longer, the Lord awoke him 


to a sense of his error, and began to Fee 

pare him for better employment. 
In the year 1587 it e God! to call 

for his worthy father; 'oh which occasion 


he — * bend both in mind and 1 


75 2 estate, 


— 
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(4 Mi estate, Sorrow, fear and care began to work 


within him ; and the Lord embraced this 
opportunity for his effectual calling and re- 
formation. This he did by the rebukes of 
his word and checks of his Spirit, con- 
vincing his judgment, and changing his 
mind from the love of base things to a de- 
light in those which are far better. Now 
he began to search his heart and try his 
ways; and, calling himself to account for 
is former courses, what he had felt in the 
pleasures of life he measured by the line of 
the word, and weighed it in the balances of 
the ans pier! and, behold, it all proved 
vanity of vanities, and vexation of spirit. 
Although the pangs of his conversion, 
and the pains of his new birth, were not 80 
violent as those felt by Paul, Constantine, 
or Luther; yet his experience herein was 
not much unlike that of the pious Austin, 
at the time of his conversion; who, being 
weary of the ways of vanity, and griev- 
ously tired with the weight of his sins, an 
a holy desire to cast off the burden that 
pressed him down, and to shake off the 
pleasing snares that entangled him, poured 
out his very heart in prayers and - tears be- 
fore the Lord, thus: How long, Lord, 
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day? Why is there not this hour an end of 
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my former filthiness? O happy Austin? 
who wast thus humbled, that thou might- 
est be exalted.* e 
I will not compare Mr. Bruen with St. 
Austin, as to the measure of grace he pos- 
Sessed ; but with respect to the manner, 
means, time, and truth of his copyersion, 

| they may well go hand in hand., Austin 
was about thirty-two years of age when ef- 
fectually converted; so was he., Austin 
had at that time many combats between 
carnal reason and religion, the flesh and the 
Spirit; and so had he. Austin had his 

heart full of prayers, and his eyes full of 


tears, when he sought the Lord; and 80 be” 


by colloquies,  soliloqutes, holy and hea- 
venly meditations ;. so did he. Austin, 
having once tasted the sweetness of the 
Lord, thought nothing so pleasant as to 


teemed it a happiness to renounce those 
2 and toys which before he was afraid 
of losing: such was Mr. Bruen's experi- 


| e of the streams which flow from 


e = e 
. Wisdom smiles when humbled mortals weep, 
oy. sorrow wounds the breast, as ploughs the 
gle 5 Go cd we oped 
And hearts obdurate feel her soft'ning shower: 
Jer seed celestial, then, glad Wisdom sos. 


6 


had he. Austin held communion with God 


forego his former vain delights, and es. 


2nce, when he had drunk more freely than 


N 
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the River that maketh glad the city of God. 
Austin's conversion was very sooh made a 
blessing to several of his friends, viz, Ali- 
pius, Nebridius, and Evodius, who were 
Iikewise turned from darkness to light: 80 


with the like unspeakable blessing on se- 
veral of his friends, v:z, brothers, sisters, 
and neighbours. Austin, after his conver- 
sion, Sought and served the Lord with great 
power and zeal, striving for the truth of 
the Gospel: so did he, according to his 
situation, and the gifts and graces he pos- 
sessed: and though in this respect he was 
much inferior to Austin, yet was he su- 
perior to many of his rank he truth of 
these particulars will be seen in the sequel. 
Some of the first, though not the fairest 
fruits of his change, appeared when he fell 
heir to his father's estate. He began to cast 
out all impediments which might hinder, 
B and to embrace all helps that might further 
_— . Him in running the race which the Lord 
naa d set before him. The thoughts of two 
matters in particular perplexed him, which 
were, 1. How he might, with small begin- 
ings, provide for his family; and, 2 How 
che should discharge the trust reposed in 
him by his father, of paying the portion, 
. ads. children out of wy TING of the 
4 8 Es 
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In order to accomplish these r : 
he. wisely and conscientiously: laid aside 
hawks and hounds; and for ever cast off his 


goodly park at the back of his house, well 
stored with fallow deer, he immediately 
killed the game, and disparked the land, 
drawing himself to a narrow compass, liv- 
ing frugally and contentediy, and yet very 
competently ; by which means he provided 
sufficiently for his family, and faithfully dis- 
charged the trust reposed in him, paying 
his brethren and sisters their eee 
1 5 

A rare example this! conideving that 
many gentlemen, when they suEceed to their | 
father $extate ring long since grown 
sick of their parent) now add fuel to the 
fire of their lusts, and cast oil into the 
flame, turning theiʒ liberty into licentious- 

ness, and the grace of God into wantonness; 
as if, heretofore having only tasted of the 
cup of Circe,* they now were resolved to 
take a deep and full draught, even till they 
become. dead drunk with sensual delights; - 
though they know not but the next mo- 
ment 8 50 shall drop from the height of 


— their 


Ons | Oe | 

E Circe is said to have been a very en- 
chantress, who poisoned her husband, a kingof the 
Sarmatians, and afterwards fled into Italy to avoid” 
the rage of her subjects.--- This is mentioned for 
the bes of the unlearned reader. | 


wide-mouthed dogs; and further, having a 
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their jolly vanities into the bottomless pit. 

O that the voice of Christ in his word f 

might rouse such from their carnal security ˖ 

„ Awake, thou that sleepest, and stand up 

* from the dead, and Christ shall give thee WW : 
| lig ht.“ * 

2 the Lord had mereifully gevealed. b 
himself i in his Son Christ unto him, causing 
the light of his countenance to shine upon n 
his heart, he could not rest till he had, with 8 
Obed-edom, brought the ark of God into * 
his house; and this he did with much BW .. 
comfort and rejoicing, raising an altar for ., 

the worship of God in his family, and 80 1 
making it a little Bethel, a house of God, a n. 
pledge of his presence, and a place for his 

service. Though none of the neighbouring 
gentlemen would join him, yet did he re- 

Solve with Joshua, „I and my house will | 
serve the Lord. With holy David, he 
4e walked wisely in the midst of his house, 
favoring the godly, but not suffering a 
wicked person to abide in his sight.“ 

- - To. betmore particular: His principal 
_ care was for his wife and children; that he 
might dwell with ker as a man of know- 
ledge, and bring up them in the nurture 
and information of the Lord; and though 
he, had some crosses, yet he had much thi! 
comfort i in their well-doing. 

Mrs, Bruen was well affected- FRET pos 
religion before, and much as 4 the 
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duties thereof; but now, by the inst, 

mentality of her husband, she was brought 

to a higher degree of knowledge and grace, . 

and became a helper in the best things, 

drawing with him in the yoke of Christ, as 25 

a true Christian, both as to doing and 80f. 07>, 

— the will of their heavenly Father. | 
A good example this for husbands e | 

not only provides for his spouse temporal 

comforts and conveniencies, but also those 

which are far more excellent. It is also 

worthy the imitation of such women ass | 

would be found among the number of good 

wives, tractable to observe and obey their "on 

husbands, in the Lord. 88 8 
How miserable is the condition of chose 

families whose governors are unequally 

yoked, differing both in opinion and affec- 

tion touching religion, the husband draw- 

ing one way, and the wife another !—Sup- 

pose the husband an Atheist, who calls not 

upon God, returns. no thanks at his table, 

nor reads the-sacred Scriptures ; the wife 


al Wa blind Papist, contenting herself with 
ne her beads and books in a private chamber, 
V- so feeding and cherishing her seduced heart 


and corrupted humour. Suppose the hus- 
band a profane Esau, minding only earthly, 
things; the wife a godly matron, with,” 
artha's care and Mary's choice. Sup -- 
pose one of the yan es thinks very. little i a 
5 pr” 5 doc 


8 OT 
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too mack is the service of God; the other, 
that all which can be done, in religious. du- 
: ties of the family, is very insuffient for 
; — e ee wo Ae God. 


de the husband contents himself 


8 G's 7 of godliness, putting a shag- 
haired serving: man to read a few cold 
Prayers, and a simple and sifly child to say 
grace, so slubbering over the morning and 
evening service with as much content aa 


though de had in his house Micah's le- 
vite, or one of Jerebaam's priests, to assist 
in worsbipping the ca/# which is set up in 
the family; while the wife is very much 


m_ : . -censured, for rejecting pharisaic formality, 
=_ - a desiring sueh a powerful and effectual 


means of grace as may be instrumental in 
causing the whole houshold to shew: fertlr 


| © the, power and fruit of godliness im a gaod 

- Canversation.—Alas! what distractions and 

... contentious must needs be here hat 

disorders in the government of suck fami- 

lies! The husband and wife, althoygh 
yoke-fellows, ave yet unequally yoked ; 


one draws forward, the other pulls back- 
ward; one puts his shoulder to the hurden, 


the other withdraws, on stands in apen op- 


3 to the bearing of it.; og it may 
one goes in the broad way presump- 


| tugusly, while the other travels. Tt 


w_ dame road. ä 
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The case was very different with Mr. 
Bren 's family ; the governors whereof, be- 
ing of one mind and heart in the profes- 
sion and practice of vital godliness, were 
as lamps, shining forth in holy example: 
They instructed their children in the - |, 
principles of religion by catechizing, and 
afterwards built them up with such pottions 
of Scripture as best suited their ages, and 
might most easily make impressions of 
grace and truth on their hearts; and, as a 
good father, who knew that sparing the 
rod might spoil the child, Mr. Bruen se- 
conded his instructions with occasional cor- 
rections. ee CEN ES SO | 
If at any time his heart were so over- _ 
heated, by hatred of their sin, and zeal for 
the glory of God, as to speak unadvisedly, _ 
or deal too violently with his hands, he. 
was afterwards greatly troubled and hutn- 71 
bled in his mind, to think that, in going 
about to heal the souls of others, he hat 
wounded his own ; for which he could find 
no better a remedy than to have recourse 


a As fruits of his holy desires and endea- 


vours touching this matter, he learnt to be 
more watchful over his spirit and tongue 
on such occasions; grew more moderateè in 5 
administering correction, keeping within 
the bounds of prudence and compassion; 
and when his passions were very vehement 
8 againt 
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against sin, he greatly asswaged the heat 
thereof by his love and pity for the sinner. 
He lived to see those whom he chastised 
effectually converted and reformed. 
Having treated of the branches of his 
vine, I now come to the plants of his vine- 
yard, namely, his servants; MANO whom 
there was not one idle or Umprofita le per- 
Son. 8 
His choice and ordering of them are 
worthy commendation. When he heard 
of any who began to set their faces to- 
;" wy Jerusalem, 'or who had travelled 
many Sabbath-day journies thitherwards 
already, his heart was presently towards 
them; and if he was in want of servants, 
he endeavoured by fair means to draw such 
into his emplay, in preference to persons 
of any other description whatsoever: 80 
that in a short time he was so well pro 
vided with honest, faithful, and godly ser- 
vants, both men and women, that, like Phi- 
lemon, he had a church in his own house. 
A goodly family where parents and 
5 children, governors and servants, are all 
either devoted to God, or zubmiesivet to the 
duties of religion 
. Thos of his servants who were most 
pious, he reckoned most faithful to him- 
self; and such he esteemed as his fellow- 
servants under Jesus Christ. He some- 
— * made them his familiar companions, 
= counselling, 


4 


termining with them, in matters of con- 
Science, and other important concerns; and 
used them as his comforters in affliction 
and temptation. 1 


special note, an old disciple, like Mnason, 
who was considered as the father of his 


tion Old Robert. 


lable; yet was he so well taught of God, 
that, by the Almighty's blessing on his 
own industry, he grew in grace as he did 


well acquainted: with the history of the 
Bible, and the contents of every. chapter 
jalmost always tell an inquirer in what 
vas to be found; insomuch that he was a 

inding them of what they had heard, but 
godly instructor and teacher of young pro- 
essors, acquainting them with the word, 
and exercising their hearts unto godliness 


therein; 


WF 
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counselling, conferring, consulting, and de- 


Among the rest, he had one servant of 
domestics. His name was Robert Pas field? 
but he was better known by the appella= 


This man was utterly unlearned, being 
unable to read a sentence, or to write a syl- 


in years, and became ripe in understanding 
and mighty in the Scriptures. He was s 
thereof, that with very little ado. he would 
book and chapter any particular sentence 
very profitable index to the family, in re- 


lost by slip of memory: he was also a 


DY the precepts. and examples contained 5 
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_ therein; which he Sy did, both at 
home and abroad, as opportunity served. 
Nor if that which I have heard be true, 
thats good text-man is a good divine, Old 
Robert was one, in our country proceedings, 
He had a good gift m prayer, was 1 wil. 
ling as well as able to confer 
things, careful to hear the word . — 
and apt to refresh his own and others” me- 
mories, by repetitions, and other means 
one of which was a curious Boe; that 
he bad contrived for the purpose ICE 
Old Robert's girdle being of a singular 
ki © construction, we shall give a particular de-. 
c cription of it. It was of leather, and long 
_ enough to encircle his body twice: he di- 
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_ vided it into several portions, as a carpen- “ 
_ . ter's rule, allotting each book of the Bible 
— to one of those divisions; as, Genesis to la 
= the first, Exodus to the second, &c.—for 5 
AZistinguishing the chapters of each book”? 
ble annexed long points or thongs to the 
vespective divisions, on which he made 
_—_ Kats for the chapters; and he had othei 
. 2 points or rushes, to divide these again into = 
_ - _ their particular contents, or e as oc. wh 
_ casion required. | 
vx This girdle he made use of for the same 


purpose as some do their pen; ; Which ht 
did with $0 goed an effect, in observing 
the points of Scripture alledged in any ser di 


mos; and binding them upon” this extract 
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dinary contrivance, that in handling the 
same afterwards, and repeating what he 
had heard, he received great benefit him- 
self, and admiuistered much comfort to 
others. 

Such was Mr. Bruen's- opinion of Ola 
Robert's s. girdle, that he reserved it in his 
as a monument of God's merey, and 
his aithful old servant's piety and industry. 
This man and his girdle will rise 3 in 
judgment against many, who have 
— to know the will of God, ' Sod, 
and to do it; but yet are unmindful of the 
things which make for their peace, and re- 
> WW tain not in their memories, nor treasure up - 
: in their hearts, the blessed truths which 
are set forth in the Fach 'of the Ev 
lasting 8 
Old Robert, though a mean Sewwant, was 
* highly esteemed by his worthy master; 
che who would often be in his company, fre- 
Us quently visiting him at the hop-yard or 
threshing-floor, in order that they might. 
confer together, and that Mr. Bruen N | 
take a part in his labour... | 
Such is the nature of genuine kurility 
and sincerity, that the master does not cn. 
sider himself a whit abased by stooping to 
the condition of his servant; nor is the-ser-< pr 
vant ajot. Prouder, or more presuming, for 
— master s kind dealing with N 7 5 
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Mr. Bruen was very unlike too many, who 
think they should lose much of their great- 


ness, if they were to speak kindly to, or talk 
familiarly with, their godly servants ; thro? 
which they are less, able to do good to 


others, and deprive themselves of the op- 


portunity of receiving benefit from those 


who are desirous of rendering them essen- 
tial service.— It may not be amiss to re- 
mark, that there was none of this stately 
stiffness between Abraham and Eliezer, 
Moses and Joshua, Eli and Samuel, Paul 


and his followers, Christ and his apostles: 


no; these served one another 1 in love, seek- 
ing each other's succour. 

When nearly eighty years of age, hav- 
ing spent about thirty of them in Mr. 
Bruen's service, Old Robert became unfit 


for country labour; when his good master 


did not cast him off, as some would have 
done, like à worn-out dog, but nourished 
and cherished him with some of the best 
morsels from his own table, by his own 
hand, for many years; permitting him to 
sit in the parlour, or in the buttery not far 
from him, that even at meal-time they 
might converse together. And thus he 


dealt with him, in great. love and compas- 


sion, till the day of his death. | 

But, leaving Old Robert in rest and bliss 
roceed to say something 
further concerning his master; who, not- 
e 
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withstanding his great regard for this an- 
cient professor, 2 did he wisely propor- 
tion A respect for the rest of his servants, 
to their content and his own comfort. 
Some of the most devout he Wade choice of 
to attend him, both at home and abroad. 
These were more happy than the others, 
as he was ever ready to impart to them 
wholesome admonitions and instruction, 
or to converse with them on religious sub- 
Jects, whilst they served at table, or jour- 
i eyed with him on the road. He thought 
his table never better furnished than when 
he had gracious and godly persons to sit 
with and stand near him; nor his meat 
better seasoned, than when it was salted 
with such wholesome words as = mi- 
nister grace to the hearers. | 
How different from this is the conduct f 
of those whose heads are $0 Shallow, that 
they. cannot speak of divine things ; their 
hearts so empty of grace and goodness, 
that they can hand no quiet in their minds, 
if a good man be in their company; and 
their judgment so beclouded, as to ima- 
gine they cannot be cheerful if God be re- 
tained in their thoughts“! 
He was not forgetful concerning those of 
his Servants who were cmphoyes in -hus- 


FP 36 ©5730 


* Abe: is this applicable to THER Pooaif so, 
De assured that thou art yet © in the gall of bit- 
| terness | 
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bandry, &c. proportioning their labour te 
their strength, their wages to their labour, 
and always allowing them time to accom- 
plish the work they took in hand: he like- 
wise gave them such encouragement as 
might tend to make them cheerful both 1 in 
his own and God's service. 
In his visiting of them, which was fre- 
. quent, he sometimes took occasion to speak 
1 to them from the nature of their callings, 
—_— .-. work, and wages; Sometimes from the crea- 
Wi tres 'of God, their nature, end, and use; 
and sometimes from the seasons of the 
_ year—the spring, seed-time, summer, har- 
Vest, winter, fair or foul weather, and the 
1 like: when he would refer to those parts 
_— of Scripture which treated of these things, 
*8 for their further instruction and edification. 
I their work was well done, he would 
commend them; if the contrary, he would 
admonish or reprove them accordingly ; 
vet not with reviling words, as ever I could 
hear; but in such a manner as became a 
* Hy; man and a good master. 
His servants . exercised themselves 
in 
| . ab the bend: of iniquity/* Rememben 


the children of the Most High are in _ 3 
won of that z 
{pad Which nothing earthly gives, 
Or can destroy 55 
5 Tun, soul's calm gUNSHINE, and 5 
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in godliness by mutual exhortations and ad- 
monitions, praying together in their courses, 
- In the evening, for' a blessing on their de- 
sires and labours; which they generally 
performed in the kitchen, after family 
prayer in the parlous. .. Bo a Ea 


The master thus governing religiously, 
and the servants thus obeying conscien- 
tiously, Mr. Brxen's house became a com- 
mon nursery for the churches of God. 
Such of his servants as were inclinable to 
marriage he provided well for, and sent 
them out in the fear of God, to establish 
divine worship in their own houses; and 
some who continued unmarried he bestowed 
on other families, or suffered them to trans- 
plant themselves into those houses where 
they might join with others of Ged's ser- 
vants in Spreading abroad religion, and so 
enlarging the kingdom of jesus Christ; 
and he supplied the places of these by 
taking such others into his family as were 
fittest for being planted or watered in that 
part of 'the Lord's vineyard. e 
Having shewn. how he ordered his fa- 
mily, as to the discharge of religious du- 
ties, we are further to observe his course 
and carriage in those exercises of religion 
which he every morning and evening per- 
formed with them, to their mutual comfort 
and the glory of God. He well knew that 
family duties were as goads and spurs in 


— 
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the sides of godliness; like coals taken 
from the altar, whereby iniquity is purged, 
and the hearts of men are inflamed with 
holy affection towards God and good 
things; or like the buckling on of the 
whole armour of God, that so being fur- 
nished with offensive and defensive wea- 
pons, the Christian soldier may stand in 
the evil day, and go through the duties of 
lite with comfort and satisfaction. 

From these and the like serious con- 
siderations, he exercised himself and his 
family in the following manner: 

Rising early in the morning (between 

three and four in the summer, and about 
five in the winter) he devoted an hour or 
two to private prayer, praise, and medita- 
tion, before he rang the bell to awake the 
rest of the family ; ende avouring so to set 
the watch in the morning, that it might go 
well all the day: he likewise usually em- 
braced these opportunities to write fair 
some part of such sermons as in a running 
- hand he had taken from the mouth of the 
reacher, for renewing and increasing the 
- Jus and comfort * had already re- 
geived by the same. 

When the family were come together, 
on the ring of the bell, they all very re- 
verently composed themselves to stand in 
the: p or: ny © Toes wg then, 
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| lifting” up his heart with his hands to e 


in the heavens, he began thus: 


Blessed Lord God, and our most merci- 
ful Father in Christ Jesus, we thy froor 
children do humbly. beseech thee -gractously 


LY yr FRT_W 


: to assist us by thy Holy Shirit i in this our 
5 morning exercise, thine we may faithfully 
- ſierform the same, to thy'firaise and our 
f : comfort; and that for Christ his Sake, our 


only Saviour and Redeemer. ' Amen. 


This short prayer I do the more willingly 
insert, that they may sce their error, who 
hold him to have been an enemy to all set 
i. forms of prayer; which mistake of theirs 
may be more clearly seen, by observing 
his ordinary practice on the Lord's day in 
the public assembly, where he. with reve- 
rence accommodated himselt to the prayers 
. of the church. 

For my part, I shall never blame a man 
for seeking to help his understanding, me- 
mory, and affections, by forms; but if he 
rest in his book-prayers, and never strive 
o speak to God out of his own heart, by 
he Holy Ghost, which teacheth to say, 
6 Abba, F ither,” he is not much unlike 
one impotent and weak, who, though, he 
have means. of recovery tendered him, 
ould rather use a pair of crutches, bor- 
owed of his. neighbour, than betake. him- 
elf to My own legs and . 

170. 
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. To proceed: After this prayer, he called 
on the family to sing such of the psalms 
as he pointed out, with grace in their 
hearts, to the Lord ; which they performed 
with such melodious voices and sweet af. 
fections (himself beginning the tune) as 
if they wished to sound forth the praises 
of God, not with David's harp merely, but 
with David's heart also. With this exer- 
cise he was much delighted; and not un- 
frequently his spirit was $0 ravished therein, 
that his heart would leap within his body, 
as John Baptist did in his mother's womb; 
yea, he was $0 greatly affected in the act 
of praising God, that he chose the word 
Hallelujah for his poesy, and usually wrote 
it in the first leaf of all his books. 

When the psalm was ended, he read a 
chapter in the Bible, keeping a regular 
course in his reading, to make his family 
acquainted with the order and matter of 
the Scriptures, and to season their hearts 
with some portion of God's word in the 
morning, as a preservative against all un- 
1 e thoughts, noisome lusts, rotton 

27 es, and ungodly works, during the 
day. 

b AY now, because he ew all lanting 
and watering were in vain, unless God gave 
the blessing of increase, and that the praye! 
of faith availeth much to that end, he 5 
his family, bowing the knees of their hear 


: a 


as well as those of their bodies, before the 
throne of grace, commended themselves to 
God in humble and hearty prayer, making 


ruen usually Fete with such 


power and feeling, fervency and sincerity, 


as their several necessities required) that 
he was often much admired of those who 
hearts and cheered the spirits of his friends 


would so wrestle with God, by prayers and 
tears, Jacob like, as to prevail with his 


or sorrows, or sought unto God for grace 
and good things, seldom did they meet 


cause of praise and thanksgiving to Him 


who is far more ready to hear than mortalss 
are to pray. He not only wisely consi- 


dered what to ask in prayer, but carefully 


he should have; being thereby enabled to 
er FE approach 
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their requests Known to him in all manner 
of e en with thanksgivings: which 
Mr. 


faith and humility (as the Spirit of grace 
gave him understanding and utterance, and 


heard him; and by his holy petitions and 
gracious affections, he greatly refreshed the 


and neighbours who joined with him. He 


heavenly Friend for the blessings he wanted. 
The fruits of these his holy desires and en- 
deavours were so remarkable in his own 
family, that, whether he prayed against sins 


again to worship, but they had some fresh 
observed how he sped afterwards: like 


David, he made his requests known, and 
then patiently waited, to see what success 
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apprdach the Divine Being with renewed se 
vigour the next opportunity. a) 
Thus did Mr. Bruen ordinarily exercise G 

E himself and his family every morning: 


and after their evening repast he called de 
them to the like service and sacrifice, pe 
which was performed much in the same ju 
manner, saving that he then took more th 
pains with them, having more liberty and as 
aà better opportunity; for in the evening ¶ co 
he generally instructed his family from a to 
portion which he took in the chapter an 
then read, propounding and applying some ¶ ne 
wholesome doctrine ; it being his delight ¶ to 
to edify his family in faith and love, and 
to train them up in the knowledge and MW hi: 
fear of God, so acquainting them with ap 
their duties towards him and their fellow- Hof 
creatures, that, living soberly, righteously, WM wc 
and godly, in the world, they might beau- < 
tify their profession, and adorn the doctrine {Who 
of God our Saviour in all things. try 
These his godly pains and practices, as a fla. 
pastor in his house, were greatly maligned, 
reproached, opposed, and questioned, no: 
only by the vulgar sort, but even by some 
of our masters in {srael; whose negligence 
was reproved by his diligence, their pro- 
faneness checked by his holiness, the go- 
vernment of their families obscured and 
blemished by the beautiful order observed 
in his, which was as far advanced above 
55 5 some 
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some of theirs, as Bethel was above Betli- 
aven, _ above Shilo, or the temple of 
God above the temple of idols © 
When he observed, and wisel consi- 
dered, the malignity and enmity of worldly 
persons against godly duties, in order to 
justify his course, and stop the mouths of 
these gainsayers, he fortifted himself, both 
as to judgment and practice, by painfully 
collecting observations on the Scriptures, 
together with the expositions, testimonies 
and examples of good men, who were wit- 
nesses to the truth of God, and favorable | 
to the doctrines of our church. 
| I have read what he thus ooticciad; boy... 
his own hand-writing, which I not only: 
approve of, but like well : the publishing 
of which, however, in the' body of this 
work, would not be altogether pertinent. 
The Lord having warmed the heart and 
house of Mr: Bruen with the love of the 
truth, there arose out of this heat such a 
flame of holy zeal against lying vanities, 
and for promoting the true worship and 
glory of God, that, finding in his own cha- 
pel, being a part of Tarvin church, many 
Superstitious images, and idolatrous pic- 
tures painted on the windows, iusomuch 
hat scaree the breadth of a groat of white 
glass could be seen, he warrantably and 
peaceably took down the same, and re- 
day the windows with white and bright 
* | "_ 
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glass, at his own cost; well knowing, that 
these painted puppets and dumb images 
obscured the light of the Gospel, as well 
as darkened the church, however they 
might be considered by some as laymen's 
books. Being encouraged herein, not only 
by the word of God, but by the injunctions 
of the Queen [Elizabeth] and by a com- 
mission sent down to the Earl of Derby, 
— then Mayor of Chester, he proceeded i 
rom the chapel to the rest of the church, | 
and defaced every image which he deemed 
dangerous or offensive in any part thereof, 
He felt such enlargement of heart to- 
_ wards God and his people, that he was not 
only careſgl to abolish all provocations to 
_ idolatry and false worship, but it was the 
very joy of his soul to bring into the pub- 
lic assembly (which he did almost every 
Lord's day) such godly and able ministers 
as fed the people with knowledge and un. 
derstanding, such as sowed the seeds of 
grace and truth among them; ambassadors 
of peace, who preached to sinners the glad 
tidings of the Gospel by the word of re- 
FConceiliation, beseeching them, in Christ“ 
| stead; to be reconciled to God; heralds at 
arms, lifting up their voices as trumpets f 
to tell the house of Israel their transgres. 
sion, and the house of Judah their sins, and 
declaring God's righteous judgments again 
the sarhe. This helikewise did at his own 
CR rigs | 5 CT Cost, 
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cost, with a cheerful and glad heart, ho- 
noring God with his substance, in thus 
weben the Lord's harvest- inen 

In these his noble proceedings Mr. Bruen 
was undaunted, though his eafe, cost, and 
labour of love, were slighted by many, 
little regarded by the vulgar, greatly op- 
posed by the popish and profane, and too 
much undervalued by all: neither mocks, 
threats, nor slanders, eould diyert ' him 
from- his way, nor cause the work of the 
Lord to cease in his hands: so the word of 
God grew mightily and prevailed ; and, to 
use his own words, - RNeligi began to 
enter, maugre the devil and E pen partakers ; 5 
for I was much opposed.” _ 

Reader, contrast the example of this 
great man with those of bs many gentle- 
men of the present day. He compassion- 
ately and liberally provided pin food 
for a thoughtless eee, o were Wil- 
lingly wandering in the wilderness of sin, 
as sheep without a she _ he rejoiced 
exceedingly to forward the work of - the 
Lord, and went on in his ways with cou- 
rage, constancy, and uprightness: 25 _ 
others, rich in worldly goods, are yet} 
very poor, in good works; and wou d * 
ther lay out a hundred pounds in decorat- 
ing their own houses, than begtow so manx 
pence towards building the walls of Tek. 
hover He herein differed very much from 

5 G 2 many, 
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many, that are entrusted with lands and liv- 
ings, for maintaining the ministry, and 80 
providing spiritual things for the people; 
but who, on the contrary, turn their pa- 
tronage into pillage, and their devotion 
into sacrilege, cutting short the minister of 
his due, and the people of their food / 

About the year 1590, Mr. Bruen provided 
the public congregation with a worthy 
preacher, who, though he appeared to be 


much admired by them for his gifts, was 


hardly thanked for his pains; insomuch 
that the. minister grew unwilling to bestow 
his labours among them any longer; on 

which Mr. Bruen in policy withdrew him 
to his own house, in order to make them 
more sensible of his value. He on this 
occasion erected a pulpit in a chapel which 
he had at his house, and for a season main- 
tained the preacher there. 


This no doubt was much to his cat. a8 


well as to his comfort: for, though some 
would come to the chapel with good minds, 
to have their souls fed with the bread of 


life; yet others would, be as ready to press 


into the hall, to fill their bellies. 
But he could not long confine the word 
to his own family; common necessity, and 
the importunity of some Christian friends, 
.prevailed on him to give up the preacher 
to the public assembly again: however, 
** doth; ©, qmaipiained. his and others. his 
successors, 
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successors, till the death of the incumbent ; 
when God established a faithful preacher 
amang them; © 55 oats, £47: 
The 'minister first above mentioned be- 
ing invited to a wedding at the Peile, he 
preached in the parlour there, and was 
greatly admired of his hearers. Then 


it was objected against me, says Mr. 


Bruen, that I had committed @ great sin, 
in keeping such a worthy preacher. from 
the great congregation: to which I an- 
swered, that none requested it, nor gave 
him thanks when I brought him; therefore 
he was unwilling. to come amongst them. 

ut I was glad to bring the word of God 
again unto them; and it has continued till 


| 
now that God hath planted Mr. Clark 
1 n | | 


amongst us. % 84 
It may not be impertinent here to pro- 


duce the testimony of the Rev. Mr. Clark 
sin favor of Mr. Bruen : says he, Mr. 


Bruen was the chief instrument in planting 
„and establishing the Gospel in this con- 
{ll gregation: first, by providing divers of 


means of obtaining the place for me in re- 
version, allowing me the greatest part of 
my maintenance. So that this parish hath 
cause for ever to acknowledge him a nurs- 


„ 


God's ministers to preach here often, when 
the incumbent was grown old and decre- 
pid; afterwards by maintaining a'/preacher 
at his own cost; and, lastly, by being the 


ing 
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Jos father of religion amongst them, and 
a a blessed instrument in bringing in the light 
of the Gospel, when the people sat in 
darkness and the shadow of death.” 
Being much stirred in his spirit against 
the vain amusements called wakes, and 
vigils, practised and kept in honor of cer. 
tain popish saints, with riot and excess in 
eating and drinking, dancing, gaming, &c. 
Mr. Bruen, in order to put a stop to such 
vanities, in Tarvin, set up the ark of God, 
with great pomp and power, when the peo- 
ple were engaged in these matters; whereby 
their Dagon was finally brake into pieces. 
„ Against St. Andrew's day,“ saith he, 
% (which is the time of Tarvin wake) and 
the week following, I observed, for several 
years together, to invite two or three of 
the best affected preachers in the diocese, 
who spent the greatest part of three days 
in preaching and praying in the church; 
insomuch that the pipers and fiddlers, bear- 
wards, players, and gamesters, had no time 
left for their vanities, but went away with 
great fretting ; and yet multitudes of well 


affected people filled the town and church, 


and that with much: rejoicing, blessed be 


- © Tt is remarkable, that there has not been : 
wake held at Tarvin, from the time here alluded 
ta, to the; present period ; 1799. 7 A TIDE 
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At these times he had a beef and a half 
made use of in his house, in refreshing the 
bodies of religious persons. — So great was 
his love to God and his saints that, in com- 
parison therewith, all other things were 
estcemed as loss, and dross, and dung. — 
How truly migbt he say, with David, 
« Away from me, all ye workers of ini- 
quity : I will keep the commandments of 
my God. I hate all vain inventions; but 
thy law do I love. All my delight is in 
the saints, and in such as excel in virtue. 
I was glad when they said unto me, Let 
us go up into the house of the Lord; our 
feet shall stand in thy gates, O Jerusalem!“ 

As to Tarvin wake, Mr. Bruen imitated 
the example of our Lord, who at the feast of 
the dedication took occasion to preach the 
Gospel of the kingdom to such as. were 
2 together to revel in carnal' de- 

[ mention these things, both for. the 
commendation of this worthy gentleman, 
and for the provocation of other persons of 
rank to do all they can to suppress wakes, 
and other festivals of this kind, the cele- 
bration of which is so far from having the 
warrant of Gods word, that, on the contrary, 
they are themselves the bastard brood of the 
man of sin, begotten by the devil, on the 
body of the Whore of Babylon, in the 
dark night of popish and pagan superstition. 
ear; CE 2: RS 
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Without doubt, such service, in commemo- 


ration of departed saints, is no other than 


idolatry, hateful to God, and hurtful to men. 
Indeed, the names of some Faints have 
been inserted in popish calendars for cele- 
bration, who either never had any existence 
at all, as St. Christopher, St. George, St. 
Catharine, &c. or who would have fared 
better had they never had any, as Boniface 
the idol saint of Banbury, or Dominic the 


bloody persecuter of the flock of Christ; 
or such as were not much better for their 


conversation than beasts, as Medardus, 
and Lubinus, who are adored as saints in 
these festivals and wakes, though *tis to be 
feared their souls are frying in hell. 
Having thus planted and watered his own 
family, and so well provided for the public 
assembly, Mr. Bruen was greatly admired 
for his sincerity as well as for his fervency 


in the profession of religion. His name, 


being perfumed with a great variety of 
graces, sent forth a most fragrant smell and 
savour into all the families of the country 


round about; so that several gentlemen of | 


rank became desirous of sojourning under 
his roof, for their better information in the 
way of God, and the more effectual re- 
claiming of themselves and their families. 
That worthy Knight, Sir Richard Grosve- 
nor, Bart. when young, was by his parents 
placed fn this family; in which he 19 — 

1 RE three 
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three years, and was trained and nurtured | 
in the knowledge and fear of God. —The, 
Seeds then sow in his heart are now bring- 
ing forth fruit, both in his person and call- 
ing; of which we haue Seen a fair i Wen 


already. 


About the same time also came Mr. 
Hardware, of the Peile, with all his family, 


and dwelt under this blessed roof. 
At first he could not bear Wholesome 


reproof (in which Mr. Bruen was very full 


and fręe) any more than sore eyes can en- 
dure the sun; which this faithful servant 
of the Lord observing, and knowing that 
the patient must be very sick who is im- 
patient of the means which might effect 
his cure, he cast about ho 


. 


with him so as to be of uses 


the 14 Ist psalm for our evening exercise, 
divers of our family, who. usually gave 


notes on the Scripture, concluded that each 


should speak of the 5th verse, * Let the 


1i hteous reprove me, &c. 1 spoke last. 
After this time he never resisted any 


mote.” 


;He afterwards gave a. | Las testimony 


90 cerning Mr. Ane and his family, 
der bs own: hand: Pg 


« It 


he might deal 
&; how he suc- 
ceeded herein, let his own words declare: 4 
« I remember, my brother Hardware, 
when he was a tabler with us, at first would 
not be reproved ; but after a while, having- 
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« It pleased God,” saith' he, „ 80 fo 
work upon his and their minds, that the ey 
went home with new hearts, converted to 

God, and professed religion in holy sin- 
cerity till their death. My brother, the 
first evening he came home to the Peile, 
set up religion in his family with great 

ower and comfort ; singing psalms, read- 
ing the Scriptures, praying, and catechiz- 
ing ; which being ended, his wife ran to 
him and kissed him, saying, O husband 
1 thank God, and bless his name, that ever 

ou came to Stapleford !' Afterwards be- 
ing Mayor of Chester, he that year shewed 
his religion- very gractously 1 in his govern- 
ment. All praise to God.“ 

Thus he took into his house Some out 
of other families, that were as rough stones 
from a quarry ; whom he, by God's bless- | 
ing, Squared,” smoothed, and polished, for 
the building of the Lord's 0 

Mr. Bruen was not only studious to im- 

rove himself and others in religion at 
ge but he was: wont to frequent cer- 
tain religious assemblies, both in Cheshire 
and Lancashire, which were held monthly 
for holy exercises; on which occasions he 
sometimes had to take long and sore jour- 
: Hies, with much toil and cost, that he might 
be present where he knew mana would be 
_ rained down from Heaven, where he might 
glean after the Lord's reapers, and 1 
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4 


he might buy gold and white raiment, wine 


and milk, Adu money, and without 


ne: > 

At these times, he usually. took down i in 
writing the substance of such notes, ob- 
servations, and sermons, as he heard; 
which he would repeat to such religious 
persons as accompanied him in his jour- 
nies, for their spiritual refreshment. Th 
things „when come home, he wrote out 
4 8 for the use of himself, his friends, 
and posterity. 


He continued the practice of writing 


and' copying what he heard of sermons, 
lectures, &c. about thirty-six years, leaving 
behind him an incredible number of ma- 
nuscript volumes, which he carefully com- 


mended to the heirs of his body, request- 
ing that the same might be read by them 


at least once in their lives respectiyely. 


His kindness to God's tninisters, at the | 


above meetings, was wonderful ; rejoicing 
with them, often defraying their charges, 


encouraging, comforting, counselling, ad- 


| monishing, gently reproving, and some- 
times inviting them to his house. 
Hoy well would it be if gentlemen, and 
athers of inferior rank, in imitation of this 
worthy pattern, would for holy and hapyg 
prtne © duties exchange their vain / 


pro 


deen foot and horse races, weekly 


H2 5 and 


e exercises of May-games and sum 
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. and almost 'dail meetings and mutclles 
on the bowling green, lavish betting f 


preat wagers in such sorry trifles, and tlie 


Stout and strong abetting öf such silly va- 
ities, amongst hundreds, and Sorfieti imes 
| onde of ride "and vile persons, to 
. 'whom "Uiey should give bets; Examples, 
than csg e tliem to neglect their ust 
| NESS, „Waste their substance, brawl "and 
| duarreb, cutse a And swear !—O how "great 
A8 the- difference between the holy exer- 


cises of religion, in God's house, and these - 


1 exercises of tist, in the forest or 
eld — 
In the i idst bf the sweet comforts which 
he experienced © in the public and rivate 
' -Exercise of religion, the Lord was Nesse 
to visit this His servant with a al af- 
fliction, by cutting off with a ströke the 
. of his eyes, his dear and faithful 
e ;. who," zalthoug h well in the morning, 
—— taken fir at auer, and depurted this 
Tg the'same evening. 
Though” süden death „has frequently 


0 been a Sign of God's displeasure; as in the 


cases of Onan, Nadab and Abihu, Corah, 
Data and Abiram ; yet it has not always 
been a token of Göd's diva probation: 
for instance: good ] Josiah was slain by an 

- arrow,” Rachael died on a Journey, and 
Phineas's wife expired suddenly on Hearing 
N the ark of i was” taken. Hence 
let 


= YU NOI | yooar aw IT 
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jet no dne fushly judge, that, because the 
messenger © which fetched her home was 


hasty, therefore Mrs. Bruen was not a gra- 


cious and holy woman. 

'Fhis was a Severe trial to Mr. Bruem; 
yet the Lord 0 *ganctified the affliction, 
that, by the power of divine grace, lhe 
moderated his grief in sdeh a manner as 
not to weep like a man without | 
though he mourned for her death, as fr 


sensible of his 08s. 


After a while, Anding it necessary again 
to marry, he * Sought another help meet 
from the Lord by prayer. God in his pro- 
vidence granted his request, in the follow- 


ing manner: 


Being at Manchester, on; : acovunboſa 


religious meeting held there, he cast his 


eye on a vety atniable and beautiful youn 
gentlewoman, who diligently frequented 
that assembly; on the beholding of whom, 


he confessetli that this thought arose im his 


heart: Lo! this is the woman that the 
Lord hath®provided for me.“ 
In order that he might: not, howerat, 


please his eye and affections merely; he ac- 


quainted one of his most trusty servants 
with khe matter, and desired he would 
make inquiry concerning ther person tin 
question. The man, being a native of the 
country, was the better able to accomplish 
oo master's wish and he-sO furnished 


himself 8 


PF 


| and by his gracious. discourse and .godlj 
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himself with, information concerning her, 
as to give an account to this effect, namely, 
that her name was Mrs. Ann F ox, sister to 
Mr. Fox of the Rhodes, four or five mile 
from Manchester; that she was well de. 
scended both by father and mother; her 
father having filled the place of comp. 
troller to the Earl of Derby, when ambas. 
Sador from the Queen in France, and her 
mother being a godly matron, a descendant 
of the ancient and respectable families of 
the Addertons and the Lelands, of Lanca- 
shire; and that she herself was a virtuou 
and gracious young woman, well esteemel 
a in the church of God. 
| On this intelligence, Mr. Brun, em. 
cbraced the first opportunity to propose to 
her mother and friends a marriage between 
him and Mrs. Ann Fox; which being ap 
proved by them, he became her $uitor;| 


carriage prevailing, they were ha ppi e 

united in holy matrimony. ws 
_ The first year of his second marriage 
Cri Mrs n abode; in her. i 


- , . - rey 


even 5 bis — be. was enraptured with _ 
Joy and thanksgiving at the, thought of thei 
Bae. __ 

He left the following testimony concern ma 
49 : in; 


me : h 
« My mother - in law giving me table for 
year, we set up the exercise of religion 
in the house ; in the course of which time, 


y sister- in- aw (now Mrs. Hinde) another 
half-sister of hers, their brothers William 
and Thomas Fox, a servant or two, and 
ome neighbours who Joined with us in 
the evenings. Blessed be God, who is 
pleased by weak means to why g his et 
power and mercy towards us!“ ö 


14 


is wife to Stapleford; where they enjoyed 
each other's Tag in great peace aid 
love, and established themselves in tlie 
usual exercise of religious: _ domestid 
a I — 07 

In the course of some time); veveraD 
gentlemen of rank applied to him, some 
or themselves, some for their children, 


his house, as was the case before; his 
habitation being still more famous than 
ever, as a'$chool of true religion, a 
for the plants of grace, a vineyard for trees 
of righteousness and fruits of 


166d and accomplished gentleman, * ho- 
mas Wilbraham, of Woodhey, "Eq. tlie 
N and glory of that house, and a 
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ing the goodness of God manifested at this 5 


trust, she got saving grace; as well as 


At the expiration of the year, he brought | 


and others for their friends, to sojourn in 5 


holiness. 8. | 
Among the rest was that worthily ho- 


bee | 


— AY =_ G * — OI b 
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2 Ec 
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be saw a pair of tables under his feet; 
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peerless pillar of the country; who, hay- | 
Ing married his eldest daughter to Mö. ; 
John Dane, heir of the house of Utkin- | 
ton (a young gentleman of high birth 
and good parts, but much addicted to the f 
pleasures of the world and youthful lusts) : 
became very desirous that the young couple ! 
Should dwell in Mr. Bruen's house for a F 
Season, that they might be more out of the 2 
way of evil, and obtain some religious in- b 
strüction. The proposal was accepted, 
and they were taken into his house, with 6 
their attendants. 5 
Mr. Done 2 not well 13 25 with a 
strict observance of the Lord's day; on te 
which Mr. Bruen, and ten others of his 2 
family, conspired together to do him good, Ml 2 
speaking one after another on $anctitying A 
the Sabbath ; after which he Deeply as 
camplied. w. 
At anather time, Mr. Bryen coming into ot 
this: gentleman's chamber, he found over A 
the mantle-tree a deck of new cards M 
from. which took the four knaves, and H 
burnt them ; and he never knew him to 
: Pays cards i in the house afterwards. _ 
his last -circumstance braught to Mr. 
Bruen's recollection, that, about twenty 
years before, being in one of his studies 


which. he took up, with the thirty men, 
ane dh the dice and cards he alle ing 


- © 


* 
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and put them into a- burning oben, . that 
was then heating to bake pies; 80 great 
was his aversion against gaming. 


” 6 % 


This he did, no douþt, not to honor 
them as martyrs, but to punish them as 
malefactors ; for I find, by some of his col- 
lections, that he held tables, cards, and 
dice, to be very gross offenders, and such 
as could not have their faults purged away 
but. by e.. | EET 
Herein he agreed with several of the an- 
cient fathers, and others who have written 
on the subject: as, Tertullian, who smote 
them with a rod of rebuke in general 
terms; Cyprian, who struck them through 
as with the blow of a scorpion, writing 


„a whole book against them in particular; 
Austin and Jerome, who did not spare them 
as they came in their way; Chrysostom, 


who cut and hewed them to pieces, with 
other heathenish games, as Samuel did 
Agag, and ground them to powder, as 
Moses did the golden calf; Ambrose and 
Hilary, who advised Christians to turn away 
their eyes from beholding such worldly and 
ungodly vanities ; Gregory Nazianzen, who 
Sharply rebuked such as would seem to 
celebrate the feast of Christ's nativity, and 
the feast of Pentecost, with the like hea» 
thenish customs, sports, and games; to- 
gether with Lactantius, Arnobius, Bernard, 
Basil, Bede, Cassidore, Isidore, Fulgentius, 

| 85 5 Salvianus, 
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Salvianus, Cyril, and Oecumenius; which 
last mentioned father took occasion to re- 
probate dieing in particular, from the word 
that the Apostle useth against crafty and 
deceitful teaching [ tubeta] which he says 
is taken from the play at dice, the property 
whereof' is, by casting and hurling here 
and there, to deceive by false dealing. 

We shall conclude this point with a few 
ene we which Mr. Bruen collected, 
to strengthen his judgment, and justify his 
Aman of these games: 

« 1. All games depending upon aaa 
or chance (as —_— call it) are to be es. 


t 
a 
t 
2. The prince of devils first invented | 3 
85 ame, and the place was hell. | fi 

3. Such gamesters were dkevented i in 4 
famous persons, incapable of holding an) 5 
office, and unworthy any benefit of law. n 

“ 4. Dicers, harlots, and thieves, are oi 8c 
one corporation; and the more cunning in tc 
this art, the more wicked i in their hves and 
manners. 


« 5. All gain by gaming is lai thiever 
worse than usury. be 
26. All play at dice is plain lottery 5 

which to use idly or triflingly is a sin again qu 

the third and ninth commandments. A WE 
- © 7, There is no recreation of body of ex 
mind 3 in these games, unless it be in the de- 


sire 


— 
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sire and hope of gain by another man's 
loss, which is unlawful. - | 
„ g, Cards and tables seem As be <a 
evils; hut neither of them barrel better 
herrings; there is such and 80 much craft 
in pricking, packing, &. 
9. These are mixt games, consisting | 
partly of lottery, partly of wit and indus. . 

and oftentimes maintained with, tricks | 
«2 cozenage and knavery, *' * 
10. Ihe coat cards were in times past 
the images of their idols. 
11. We must abstain from such games, 
because, I. They never have been, nor yet 
are, of good report in the church; 2. In 
them there is great appearance of evil; 
3. The command of the chief magistrate 
forbiddeth them, as unlawful games; 
4. They do not tend to God's glory; 
5. They are causes of much hurt to our 
neighbour, and occasions of many sins and 
sorrows to the gamester himself, as well as 
to his family; for thus many bring a castle 
into a cap- case, a lordship into a cottage, 
a fee-simple into a fee single, an estate of 
abundance and Superfluity to an estate of 
beggary and misery.“ 

In order to prevent the mizchiefs. conse- 
quent on making use of these things (which 
were by him held in abhorrence) and to 
exercise the minds of his family and others 


onde 5 he Ie two 3 Bibles, 


be, 
ts KH 
gp: - * 
1 3 
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each 
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eeeach placed on a desk in the parlour and 
hall, a large one in the former place, and a 
=_ smaller one in the latter. A good method 
WW. - this, to cut off all occasions of evil, and 
open a way to better things! 


However, Mr. Bruen entertained a good 
hope concerning Mr. Done, as well as his 
spouse ; believing that she obtained saving 
grace, and expecting the stamp of God's 

race upon him, he being convinced in 
+ judgment. + His eldest son, four daughters, 
and a daughter-in-law, also became pious, 
Mr: Done was afterwards knighted. © 
There again happening a defect in the 
public ministry at Tarvin, Mr. Bruen pro- 
cured for the great congregation that 
faithful servant of Christ, Mr. Ar. St. (a 
preacher in whose ministry he delighted) 
and maintained him and his family. - 
Ihe following is the testimony of Mr. | 
Ar. St. in behalf of Mr. Bruen—“ Good 
Mr. Hinde, I received your letter; but I 
know not what to say of that worthy ser- 
voant of God, Mr. John Bruen, which you 


dos not know already. I think I may well 
2 say of him, as it was said of Noah, that 
= he was a just and perfect man in his time, 


and walked with God. Whilst 1 was 
preacher at Tarvin, I had little mainten- 
ance but what I had from him: and with 
much cheerfulness did he minister both to 
me and mine that which was sufficient, af- 

5 ; 55 firming 
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firming oftentimes, that he had not the less 
for that which we received from him. For 
| other matters, I know not what to say of 
him, that you yourself know not as well 
or better than I: for he was ever one and 
the same, at home and abroad; very faith- 
ful unto God, and loving unto men; walk 
ing in the uprightness of his heart in the 
midst of his house. I am glad that God 
has put it into your heart to write some- 
thing of his life and death, that the me- 
'morial of his virtues may be the better 
continued, and the church of God receive 
good thereby: 

The above is given by nis own preacher, 
a faithful eye and ear witness of the range: 
thereof. 

About this time Mr. Porkinis; that wablhry 
man of God, hearing much of Mr. Bruen 
and his house, by credible witnesses, ex- 
claimed, © Certainly this is no other than 
the house of God, and for the practice and 
power of religion, the very. 8 75 al 
En; yeh 555 
It pleased the Lord daily to crown this | 
gentleman and his house with honor, favor, 
beauty, and glory; insomuch that his dwell- 
ing became not much unlike a goodly 
tower built on a hill, which doth alure and 
invite the doves of the vallies to take re- 
freshment and repose: the number of those 
wal high rank who. wished access to il 

| Sti 
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Still increasing, who they were, and with 
what success they abode at his house, let 
himself declare: 1 9 

„ Afterwards many more desired to table 
with me: Lady Egerton, widow, daughter. 
in-law of the Lord Chancellor, then being 
with her company; and my cousin Thomas 
Dutton, of Dutton, with his wife, son, and 


| 
daughter (now Lady Gerard) being ten of Wl 
family; four gentlewomen of Hatton, sis- t 
ters, and a maid servant who attended them, s 
called, I think, Mary Sherrington. $ 
God in his mercy began first with the b 
last mentioned female; who, though she v 
was at first froward against religious duties, Ne 
yet afterwards, being grievously afflicted in 
conscience, and soundly humbled, had : b 
most comfortable conversion, blessed be ti 
„ Two of the sisters had a more eas} 
conversion; and the other two, being ho- h. 
nest, modest maids, were convinced. ol 
My cousin Dutton being pressed and th 
charged by some of great place to maintain w 
his royalty of minstrelsy for piping and da 
dancing on the Sabbath-day, I and my fa wi 
mily, together with my minister, Mr. Ro- of 
bert Watts (a reverend, worthy man of 
God, whom we called Old Eli) were car of 
nest against it, and prevailed so far, that he ca 


promised all piping. and dancing on the pr: 
Sahbath should cease, both morning ani vit 
e | afternoon P/ 


r 


afternoon: $0 his licences were made, and 
$0 they continue to this day. And we had 


be God.? 

Now as it zometimes cometh to pass, 
that in a fair calm there ariseth a sudden 
and violent storm, that scattereth vessels 
which have for a long time rode quietly in 
the harbour; so did it please the Lord to 
send another tempest of grief among the 
sweet enjoyments of this happy family, 


wife; in consequence of which the whole 
company was dispersed, not long after. 
She had lived with him ten years, much 
beloved and respected by those who had 
the happiness of being acquainted with 
her, and bore nine children. 

« Who can find a virtuous woman: ? for 
her price is far above rubies. The heart 


that he shall have no need of spoil. She 


_ days of her life. She openeth her mouth 
with wisdom, and in her tongue is the law 


of her houshold, and eateth not the bread 
of idleness. Her children arise up and 
call: her blessed: her husband also, and he 
pratseth her. Many daughters have done 
virtuously ; but thou excellest them all.” 
Prov. xxxi. 10—12. 26—29, 
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great peace and comfort together, blessed | 


by taking to himself Mr. Bruen's second 


of her husband doth safely trust in her, 30 
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* — gn 6, wt 2 OR 6 3 " 


* g 
— 
n 


will do him good, and not vt; all the 
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of kindness. She looketh well to the ways 


Without 
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Without fraud or flattery, it may be said, 
in a good measure, Such a woman, such a 
wife, such a mother, such a governess, was 
this gentlewoman in her family. She was 
also in herself of a gracious and amiable 
disposition, having an humble heart, and 
holy affections, .beautified and adorned with 
that ornament of the hidden man of the 
heart, a meek and quiet spirit, which in 
the sight of God is of great price. Ripe 
in knowledge and rich in grace, full of 
faith and good works, she held communion 
with God and the godly, in all the duties 
of piety and charity: and so continuing 
faithful unto death, she obtained what she 
desired and expected, the crown of life. Wl 61 
What were the heavy consequences of sp 
this affliction, Mr. Bruen himself hath set a 
down in a pathetical manner: | in 
When it pleased God to take away ab 
my wife, then all mourned for the loss; as te; 
also for that my tablers must now part, be- vis 
ing about twenty- one in number, my son 
John and his being then with me. But on 
requesting it, they thankfully continued 
with me another quarter; in which time 
we had much comfort together, but often 
mourned to think of the quarter's end.— 
The last day sitting at dinner together, we 
were all so full of heaviness, that in. effect 
no meat was eaten. I was forced to hide 
%%% cr myself, 
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myself, being unable to take leave of them, 
att being 88 full of grief. 

When David and Jonathan were parting; 
they kissed each other, and wept till the 
former exceeded. The case was not very 
different here: when the company were 
about to be separated, they kissed, and 
wept one with another, till Mr, Bruch ex- 
%%%» EE 

He now began to frame his affections 
for a single life, and to draw his family 

into a narrower compass, resolving to live 
more privately, at least for a season, for 
the es of his renn  EE7oOome 
After this he continued unmartied about 
five years and a half; two of which were 
spent in his own house: during which time 
a godly friend came to see him, and inquir- 
ing as to his estate, he told him he owed 


% &f WW rr bs Ca 


about one hundred pounds, had four daugh- 
1 ters, and several sons; on which he ad- 


vised Mr. Bruen to leave his house for a 


nu while, and go to Chester; at which place 
n Mr. Bifield was then a pious and powerful 
xd WM preacher of the everlasting Gospel. He 


went thither, where he continued three 
years, having the company of Mr. and 
Mrs. Bifield to dinner every lecture-day, 
amely, Wednesdays and Fridays. 
- During his residence at Chester, God 


to join with him in evening prayer, and 
K 5 some 


stirred up the hearts of many neighhbours 


[ 
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some attended at morning prayer also. — 
His sister Hardware, then a widow, had 
a convenient. way through her garden, and 
constantly attended with her family, fre- 
quently accompanied by several of ber 
ay friends and, neighbours. 8 
These meetings did not escape the tongue 
of slander, being traduced by some, and 
excepted against by others; but the nature 
of them being better known, they were 
Carried on free from censure; and the Al- 
mighty blessed them to the conviction and 
conversion. of sinners, and to the confirma- 


tion of saints. : ; t 
While at this place, he paid all his debt, i 
gave two of his daughters in marriage, pre- b 
terred one or two of his sons, and main- st 
tained the poor of his own parish in the fi 


country, allowing all the produce of his o 
two mills in Stapleford for that purpose. F 
Besides this, he was not slack in relieving c 
those Who craved alms at his gates. hi 
_ Leaving Chester, he returned to his as 
house at Stapleford.— He married again, th 
taking to wife Margaret, by whom he had en 
one daughter (still-born) and a son. na 
It is observable, that, notwithstanding 
the Lord was pleased several times to ex- 
change Mr. Bruen's comforts for grosses, 
yet himself was never changed, nor moved 
from his stedfastness. In all his afflictions 
he was willing to be humbled, but would 
e n ee eee eee 
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not be dejected. or discouraged ; having 
learnt, in whatever state he was, therewith 
to be content. Wherever he was, his de- 
ires and endeavours were bent to do good. 


9 


enlarged in rendering thanks to his holy: 
name, even for the least of his mercies. 


ITHUs far has Mr. Bruen assisted us to- 


piu out his Life with his own fingers: but 


as the curious workmanship of a cloth of 
arras is but little seen while in the loom, 
> OT | 2208 


herever he went, whatsoever he did, the 
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or folded up, the beauty thereof, the knots 
and flowers, the pomegranates and lilies, 
the portraits of princes and great person- 
_____ ages, being undiscermble ; so the history 
ok this gentleman's Life, thus woven ag 
wrapped up together, though it contains 
many excellent things, cannot fully display 
the glory of his gifts and graces, duties and 
services: it will therefore be necessary to 
take a more particular view of some spe- 
cial passages of his life; which, for a more 
orderly. proceeding therein, may be re- 

duced to three general heads, namely, 


I. His conversing with God; | 
II. His conversation in the world; and, 
III. His deharture out of the world. 


I. His conversing with God. 

WEN the Lord called Mr. Bruen out 
to work in raising up a spiritual temple, as 
well in himself as others, he in a great 
measure filled him with the spirit of grace 

. and wisdom; so that he was enabled to 
work either upon gold and silver (which 
may be compared to persons of rank) or 
brass and timber ich. ay resemble 
those of lower condition :) and as he gave 
him wisdom and grace, so did hie endue 
him with fortitude and strength to manage 
the Christian life, and to fight valiantly 
IO 5 . 255 2 5 under : 
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under the banner of the Prince of Peace, 
breaking through all difficulties that might 
stand in the way of his duty. 

Having found acceptance with God, and 
tasted the sweetness of true religion, he 
laboured to maintain communion: with God 

in Christ, by a conscientious performance 
of four particular duties, daily, vd. 


1. Meditation; 8 

11. Observation of the Lord's s ways and 
works, mercies and ' judgments ; ; | 

Itt, Invocation of God's name in prayer, 
and praise for blessings received ; 

Iv. Imitation of his CEE F atHes. 


I. Meditation. | ' 


© Enoch, . Noah, Abend Isaac, Ts | 
cob, David, Hezekiah, Paul, and many 
others, walked with God, kept their hearts 
in his presence, sought the light of his 
countenance, studied his word, and consi- 
dered his works; so did he, every day, 
more or less, set his head and heart a work, 
by serious meditation, to draw neaxer to- 
God, to grow in knowledge, grace, and spi- 
1tual strength. This he knew was the 
mark and character of a blessed man — to- 
elight in the law of the Lord, and therein. 
to meditate day and night. | 
As a help to this duty, he usually carries | 
vith him some part of the Bible, or his 
ermon note: book, when in the fields or 

| on 
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on a journey. When within doors, he 
gave himself much to reading the word, 
making collections of promises, precepts, 

rts, mercies, judgments, marks of 
God's children, brands of wicked men, &c. 
He likewise diligently perused the works 
of divers learned and godly men, and kept 
a common- place book of what he found 
worthy observation therein. 


The gain which he got by this holy 


i Mm exercise was, an increase of godliness; and 

[- | goons, we know, is great gain. 

. By this means many noisome lusts, that, 
like caterpillars or canker-worms, are wont 

to breed in the best trees, were destroyed; 
and many unsavory thoughts dislodged: 
in ay he —_— enjoyed heaven Upon 
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. e of the Lord 's ways and 
evorks, mercies and judgments. 


It was the ancient profession and prac- 
tice; of the people of God to wait upon the 
Lord, and observe his dealings with the 


xXxVi. 710. 

Much in the same manner did this faith- 
ful servant of Christ raise his thoughts and 
quicken his soul to a due observation of 
the ways and works of: God, both as to his 
mercies towards the godly, and his- Judg: 
| MENG against sinners. 


% 


<3 Just and with the wicked. [See Toaiat 


The | 
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The following instances, . others, 
bs has left upon record: . 

A few years befaxe my brecher Hon 
ware died, * had R. K. inchis service, who 

is now an inn-holder in Chester. The said 
R. K. was, as many thought, bewitched, 
and waxed weaker and weaker. My bro- 
ther sent for me and my family to spend a 
day with him in fasting and prayer. Good 
| Mr. Watts the preacher was then with me, 
and accompanied me and others of my fa- 
mily to the Peile. We found R. K. ex- 
Ceedingly sick and weak, like an anatomy, 
nothing to look at but skin and bones, and 
not likely to live a day, all hope of life 
being gone. He was brought aud laid in 
a bed in the chamber where we prayed. 
The very same evening he began to amend, 
the next morning he walked abroad, and 

the third day he had so recoyered; his 

strength as to be able to work, to the great 
rejoicing of the family. 4 laud and e 6 
to Cod. 8 | 
„Anno Domini 1601, in the summer | 
time, John Robinson, my servant, going 
with his cart, laden, he fell, and the wheel. 


b. went over his leg. but did not 0 nien 
" all, Lows Deo. FE 
4 


Anno Domini 1602, in Tuls: my. son 
John, being in Peak's-moor, took up a 
W+cythe, to try how he could mow ; when it 

entered * Stocking upon the akin-hons, 
| an 


\ 
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and following his leg, shaved the hair, and 
came out at the back part thereof, without 
touching the skin. Laus Deo. 

„ The same month, and in the same 
meadow, one casting a-pikel up and down, 
before and behind him, the greins thereof 
fell on both sides of a person's leg who 
Stood behind, and did not hurt him. Hal. 
leluj al. | 

„Memorandum. In Sno 1613, in the 


hey harvest, one Richard Rogers, that 


dwelt in my farm at Wimble Strafford, un- 
der Mr. Thomas Puleston, my tenant there 
seeing two godly persons going in the way, 
Said to one who was with him, Now I will 


dance, and Swagger, and swear, to anger | 


and madden yonder two Puritans; and he 
did so, to their great grievance : but pre 
sently the revenging hand of God was upor 
him; this wicked fellow fell sick, was 
ried homie i in a cart, and within three « - 
died, most fearfully. my TIP 

Mr. Bruen likewise notices a ed re- 
markable judgment inflicted on a poor boy 
at Northwich, whose name was Thomas 
Harrison, his age eleven or twelve. 

This boy was so wonderfully afflicted, 
that many deemed him to be really pos- 


sessed with a devil; others thought hie was 


bewitched ; while some ascribed the whole: 
to natural causes; few acknowledging (as 


= 08 8 — thats although Satan 
; | might 
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might have a finger, yet God had the chief ; 
hand in this judgment. | | 
Almost with a continuance, {thai hoy 


shewed himself to have such extraordinary 


ther, no man could pull them asunder ; | 
if he rolled his head, or tossed his whole 
body, no man could Stay or restrain him. 
To the astonishment of his hearers, he 
would howl like a dog, mew like a cat, 
roar like a bear, froth and foam like a boar. 
When any prayed with him, his passions 
were the strongest, and his rage and vio- 
lence the greatest, he being ready to fly 
in their faces, and to drown their voices by 
his clamours, yells, and outcries. If one 
came near him with a Bible, though ever 
so secretly concealed, yet would be run 
and ramp upon him with great violence, 
Ito get it from him and rend it to 9182 
as he did do by several. 
Sometimes he would lie along, as if quite 
dead, his colour gone, and his mouth s0 


thrust both hands into it at once. 
Notwithstanding he was brought $0 low, 
weak, and feeble, as to natural strength, 
that he was reduced, as it were, to a mere 
skeleton; yet would he skip and leap up 
and down, from his bed to the table, No 
the table to the window, from the window 
to his 4 e Se with the agility of 


2 1 8 


b 
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strength, that if he folded his hands toge- 


wide open, that on a sudden he would 
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4 professed tumbler ; and, what makes it 
more admirable, his legs 2 close to his 
buttocks, and were theretore useless in these 
feats of activity. 1 
Sometimes his chin was drawn up to his 
nose, $0 that his mouth could scarcely be 
geen; at other times, his chin and forehead 
| _ drawn almost together, like a bended 
The Bishop, hearing of this wonderful 
. affliction, sent for the child, and prayed 
with him; on which occasion he became 
380 outrageous, that he flew out of bed, and 
- 'affrighted the men- servants so, that one of 
them fell into a soon; and there was such 
a Stir about him, that the Bishop was glad N 
to lay hold of the boy, ramping at the win- 3! 
dow to have gotten out that way. They 8e 
could- 13 find him a counterfeit, as some be 
J IH 8 | J 21 

The Bishop, in compassion to the poor 
boy, ee a licence, together with the 
High Commissioners, for a private fast in 
his father's house, as a means to help and 
release him. The licence ran thus: 
Having tren the bodily affliction'of thi 
child; 40 observea. rofl 1% wer) 
strange effects and ofttrations, either firt 
ceeding from some natural, unknown causts, 

' of of Some diabolical firattices; We think 
it cpnivenient and fit, fbi the east ang at: 
_ ' livetance of the Said child from the vail 
K · ih 5 * Fe grieveu 
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grievous afffietion, that firayer be made 

| Fublicly for him'by the minister of the fa- 

_ rish, &. nd that certain  fireachers, 
namely, lets following, Ar. Gerrard, 
Mr. Harvey, Mr. Pierson, c. these 
and none other to refiatr to the Said child. 
by turns, as their leisure will serve, and 10 

ute their discretion for private firayers and 

| fasting, for the case and comfort of the 

afflicted, &c, _ W | 

e e, 

DAVID YALE. 

GRIFFITH VAUGHAN, 

: HUGH BURCHES. 
Mr. Bruen says, that Mr. Harvey and 
Mr. Pierson, two godly preachers, prayed 
and fasted with the boy, as well as him- 
self, and twenty or thirty other persons: 
but the Lord gave no deliverance at that 


The following strange speeches of this 


afflicted boy, which he uttered when in his 


fits, without any knowledge of what he 
either said or did, were taken from his 
mouth by faithful witnesse s 
« Jesus saith, The devil, when he comes, takes 
away my hearing, seeing, understanding, hands, 
legs, that I should have no senses, nor limbs; to 


glorify God withal. ; FOUL TOE ee 
Jesus saith, If they would have cast out the 
el 5pirit, they ahould have come better pro- 
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case as I am in. 
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%, Jesus saith, Some men did think that he that 
raged had a better faith than the other; but he 

„ Jesus saith, I have but three devils. It is 


like one of the 3 will go out of me, and go 
and take counse | 
. Tits, and come again and trouble me worse. 


of a great number of foul spi- 


Jesus saith, Some folk will say that the witch 
will not look one in the face, but she will look 
here a way and there a way: [and so he turned 
his hands. this way and that.; 
« Tesus saith, The witch says She hath done me 
no hurt that she knows of. A witch may over- 
look a child; but she cannot make him in such a 
The devil is afraid when he hears any word 
that he must be cast out: then he quakes. 
Jesus saith, Now the witch would fain undo 
that which she hath done; but now. she cannot 
"Undodt. © .-.-7-; . 
“Jesus saith, Some say if I were bewitched or 
possessed, I could neither move my tongue nor 
my lips: but the devil can move both my tongue 


and my lips. 


Satan, I am bound to a hard ”prenticeship; 
for thou wilt not give me leave, neither holy-day 
nor work-day, to eat a morsel of bread. | 
„The Papist that brought the stinking weed 
and laid it to my nose, it God. had not had a 


Stroke in this, would have cast out the devil. 


And a boy was confederate with him. . Now the 
devil is possessed of their souls; and he must 
continue a little while with me, but a great while 
with them. STR 


« God pulls the devil back with a ridg in his 


nose; yet the devil shakes my faith as if it would 
go out of me. V 
They may know there is some ill thing in me; 


for when I would say my prayers, he would come 


* 
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up and stop me, and then I must stay a little; 
and then again, and he would stay mme. 
[Being in a sore fit and a great rage, biting his 
hands, gnashing his teeth, foaming like a 
boar, and casting hlood and filth out of his 
mouth, he uttered these words:: 
% Proud witch, witch proud! I will tell you 
how these witches work: all _ life, all upon 
life; but they cannot take my life from me. 
« Well, these drunkards and whoremasters do 
not think upon their sins : well, how then ? There 
is no drunkard, that doth drink one spoonful or 
drop of drink more than doth suffice nature, but 
the devil doth pen it down in his book: well, it 
it is a great book, and he doth keep it close until 
the any of JugyinenT _ nn TREE. 
«© And then he will lay it to their faces. At 
which time the hills will tremble and quake, and 
the devil will quake; yea, he doth quake for 
fear now. „ 
„ Well, some would think it a great while to be 
bound with the devil as I am, a twelvemonth or 


two years; but it is better to be so than to wat- 


low in drunkenness, swearing, and whoring ; for 
the devil doth work in their souls. eta 
« Well, some will say, how can the devil lie in 
$0 little a room? Well, the devil is as the wind; 
for when he did take a man away out of a cham- 
ber, he came in at a little hole. But how did he 
take him away? even out at the top of the chim- 
ney... | 3 
. Well, there are some Papists and some Athe- 
ists, and some of no religion. Woe be to those 
that die suddenly, for they have no time to re- 
pent, and especially those that live in drunken- 
ness, or whoring, or swear ing. 
Jesus saith, They say he shall not out of me; 
but when God comes, he will strike home.— 


1 W ; 
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What has been said shall suffice con- 
cerning the second duty which Mr. Bruen 
performed daily, namely, a careful obser- 
vation af the Lord's ways and works, mer. 
cies and judgments, amongst the sons of 
men. e CV 


2; Invocation of God's name in frrayer, 
and firaise for blessings receive. 
This duty he -endeavoured to perform 
according to the apostle's directions, “ in 


every place lifting up holy hands without 


wrath and doubting.” He did not content 
himself with worshipping God“ morning 
and evening in the fanuly, without opening 
his heart and pouring out his soul in pri- 
vate before the Lord. | þ 
His solitary devotions were not confined 
to any particular place, either within or 
without doors; but he always embraced 
the fittest opportunity, both as to time and 
1 following herein the example of 
hrist and many holy men: Sometimes 
he might be found in the upper rooms, 
with Peter; sometimes in the fields, with 
Isaac; sometimes on the mount, and at 


N 


other times in the garden, with our Lord; 


sometimes on a journey, with Jacob; 


Sometimes on his bed, with David; some- 


times in his closet, with Cornelius. When 
at home, he had a variety of places which 
e interchangeably used for private inter- 

VVV | course 
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eourse with his heavenly Father ; lest, by 
frequenting any -place in particular, he 


should be suspected of vanity or hypo- 


crisy: If in the house, he had his closets, 
studies, chambers, &c. if out of doors; 
he had his gardens, orchards, arbours, 
groves, woods, fields, walks, and Shades, 
where he delighted to hold communion. 


with the Almighty, and to seek his favor 


which is better than life. _ 
He conscientionsly performed the duty 


of private prayer seven times a day, vis. - 


1. In he morning, before any of the 
family were stirring; 5 
2. Before his breakfast, after family & de- 
votion; 

3. Immediately. before dinner ; ; 
4. A little aſter dinner! 
3. short time before 1 4 5 0 

6. - after supper; | 

1. Just before he took his bed to go to 
rest. = | 

Nor was he more plentiful for the num- 
ber, than powerful in the manner, of these 
his devotions; for, being full of faith and 


of the Holy Ghost, he could speak to God 


by his own Spirit, in his own words, ac- 
cording to his own will, and in the name 
of his own Son: and so he could not but 
both speak and speed welt. 

His prayers were usually fortified” by 
faith, * by hope, inflamed. with 


f "23s 5 


_— 


80 IHE LIFE OF 


"zeal, beautified with humility, purified by | 


sincerity, and established by constancy. 
To his private prayers he frequently 
added private fasting ; which he observed 
with such a degree of austerity, as greatly 
to weaken his body, as well as afflict his 
(% ᷣ̃ ˙ T. 
- It is recorded of James the Just, that by 
the continual bowing of himself before the 
Lord, in earnest prayer, his knees became 
as hard as those of a camel. I will not 
compare this John with that James, either 


for; sanctity of heart or austerity of life; 


but for their affections: and actions, prayers 


and knees, they may well be likened one 


to the other. 
In these his private devotions, his de- 
sires were principally bent to search his 
own heart, to examine his life, to confess 
and bewail his special sins and infirmities, 
to crave the pardon of and power against 
them. If he found any evil in his family, 
either moral or natural, he here brought 
it before God, to procure the help of his 
healing hand. Here also he mourned for 
the afflictions of Joseſhi and the desolations 
of Ferusalem ; for the gross sins of the 
time, for the barrenness or backslidings of 
many professors, for their embracing of the 
world, and forsaking of their first love. - 
Here also he rejoiced in the Lord, and 
praised his holy name for the many tem- 
„ 1 pPoral 
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poral and spiritual comforts he enjoyed, 
and sometimes for great deliverances which 
had been wrought out for him. 

And thus did he converse with God in 
the duties of prayer and praise. | 


Iv. Imitation of his heavenly Father. 


Knowing it 1s the duty of all God's chil- 
dren to be holy, even as he is holy, in all 
. manner of conversation, Mr. Bruen la- 
- boured to cohform himself to the image of 

r Him that had begot him to a lively hope by 
the resurrection of Christ from the dead : 

he panted after a renewal in knowledge, 
righteousness, and holiness; well Knowing, 
that the Christian is called to a resem- 
5 blance of Jesus Christ, in doing good ho 
18 to friends and enemies, and in renderin 
88 evil to none; in being wise, patient, faith= | 
s, ful, hating iniquity, and delighting in, 
st the saints. Res pecting these things, he set 
y, che Lord alwa 101 1 his èyes, and in 
at some degree followed his blessed pattern 
is with a good conscience; and so beholding 
or with open face, as in a glass, the glory of 
ns the Lord, he was changed from glory into 
he glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 
of Thus have we declared the first of the 
he I three general heads proposed, for the fur- 
N ther opening of Mr. Bruen's virtuous life, 
nd I namely, lis conversing with G0. We 
m- come 8 
ral 9 8 M u. His 
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II. His conversation in the world. 


SOCRATES, heing asked what country- 
man he was, replied, that he was a citi- 
zen of the world. This yenerable gentle. 
man was, by generation, a fellow-citizen 
with ' Socrates; but, by re-generation, he 
was a denizen of the holy city, the hea- 
venly Jerusalem. Though he lived amongst 
the en of a vain world, yet his con- 
versation was in heaven. He greatly de- 
Sired to follow the under-mentioned rules: 
| 1. A holy resolution to use the world as 
not abusing it, nor being abused by it. 

2. A full se always to keep his 
heart as in Socks presence, knowing that 
he heard al his words, and Wb all his 
actions. S 
Bb oon and conseientious standing 
and Striving against all sin. 
4.᷑. A godly desire in eyery ae to 
| do or receive good. - 

5. A good intention to deal justly with 
all men. 
6. An Bonet peilen to take doubt 

ful things in the best sense. k. 
J. A careful watchfulness over his heart, 
tongue, and spirit, that his words, being 
powdered with salt, might minister grace 
and not grief, to the hearers. 

8. A. great willingness to be slow to 
. and swift to hear. 


9 An 
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9, An utter renouncing of all the yain 
customs of the world, neither following 
the fashions nor serving the humours of / 
foolish or vile persons, nor staying longer 
than necessary in the company of such. 

10. A good inclination to seek and fol- 
low peace with all men, cutting off all oc- 
casions of strife and variance with speed. 

11. A contented mind and good courage 
in every state, entertaining crosses with pa- 
tience, and turning them to their best use; 
embracing all comforts with thanksgiving, 
and bringing forth the fruits thereof. 5 

12. An unfeigned desire and endeavour 
to nourish his peace with God, walking 
humbly and uprightly before him; refer- 
ring all that he thought, spoke, or did, to 
the furtherance of his own reckoning, and. 
to the praise and glory of his Maker. | 

According to these, and similar rules of 
righteousnes and holiness, he was taught 
of God to order his conversation aright, in 
the fear of the Lord. | ER 

As an instance of his peaceable disposi- 
tion, we give the following anecdote: 

A gentleman, who lived in the neigh- 
bourhood of Stapleford, conceiving a dis- 
like to Mr. Bruen on a small occasion, — 
his servant with a message forbidding him 
or any of his family to set a foot on any 
of his land. To which Mr. Bruen re- 
plied, that if it pleased his master, or any of 
| . his 
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his family, to come into his fields, or his 
house, they should be kindly welcome. 
This had such an effect on the gentleman 
as to melt him into tears and tenderness. 
It is true, he was by nature froward, 
fierce, angry, and hasty ;. but, by the reno- 


vating power of divine grace, he was be- 


come calm in temper, and mild in speech, 
easily persuaded to that which was good, 


and with as great facility dissuaded from 


that which was evil. | | 
An honorable Judge in open court gave 


the following testimony concerning him, 
when complaint was made by a neighbour- 
ing gentleman of some wrong sustained in 
 consequence of a water- course round Mr. 
 Bruerx's mills :—© I cannot but think you 
wrong Mr. Bruen; I will undertake for 
him, make him but sensible of any error, 


and he will both acknowledge it, and make 
you double amends.” 


Io sum up the excellencies of this gen- 
tleman, he was pure, peaceable, gentle, 
easy to be entreated, full of mercy and 


good fruits. | 


When he: beheld any engrossed in hea- 


thenish sports and idolatrous feasts, he 


looked angry, and spoke to them roughly; 


et he mourned for the hardness of their 


the wickedness of their lives. ©: © 


earts, and as it were bled\ inwardly! for 
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If he met with mockers, contemners of 
God, and despisers 'of good things, he 
would not cast pearls before swine, nor 
that which was holy unto dogs; but he 
would turn away his face from such, with- 
out even saluting them. 

But if he found any poor souls erring 
from the right way, yet desiring a guide, 
he would rejoice to do them good, by 
wholesome instructions, loving admoni- 
tions, godly exhortations, and good direc- 
tions; to such as were poor giving Bibles, 
cathechisms, and other religious books. 

His house was like a common inn, to 

Such Fraelites as travelled between London 
and Ireland, and those who came from se- 
veral parts of Lancashire and Cheshire to 
Chester fairs, &c. 
The table which he onlinarii kept for 
hospitality, was bountiful nd. plentiful, 
though not excessive and superfluous, be- 
ing furnished with a variety of God's good 
OY that were always ready to his 
jan 


His buttery was open and free file any 255 


gentleman, serving-man, or countryman, 
so long as they kept within the bounds of 
moderation and sobriety: but, indeed, the 


order of his house was so well known, that 


excessive drinking, quaffing, carousing, &c. 
were © very rarely attempted there, 
The | 
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The necessities of the poor greatly af. 
flicted his heart; and as he had a heart to 
| Pity, he had a hand ready to relieve them, 
He usually filled the bellies. of great 
Wultitudes, both of his own and other pa- 
rishes, who resorted to his house twice a 
week for that purpose. | 
His purse was the poor man's colfer; 


and he sometimes lent money to such, ad- 


monishing those who borrowed to remem- 
ber their promise, and to pay again if they 
would borrow again. But he would rather 
have forgiven a debt, than exact it from 
such as were willing, but unable to pay. 

In a certain time of great dearth, he 
invited the poorest of his neighbours to his 
store-house, desiring them to bring their 
bags with them; on which occasion he 
distributed among them fourteen bushels 
of corn. This he did when most of his 
family were at a religious meeting from 
home. 

As he was ne to fill the bellies, 80 
was he to clothe the backs, of the poor: 
their loins blessed him, being warmed with 

the fleece. of his flock, or clothed by the 

cost of his purse. 

It was his custom, every year, against 
winter, to send four or five pounds to Ches- 
ter, to provide clothing for the poor, which 
ns wisely re: Ong. several families, 
giving 


o 


ad ot od ..<&t —— ie 34 34. > _—_ 


i 


n 
2 
n 


* 


JOHN BRUEN, ESE. 87 
giving to some one year, and to others au- 
other. 

Mr. Bruen might truly sah, with job, 
I delivered the poor that cried, and the 
fatherless, and him that had none to help 
him. The blessing of him that was ready 
to perish came upon me: and, I caused the 
widow's heart to sing for joy. I was eyes 
to the blind, and feet was I to the lame. 
I was a father to the poor; and the cause 
which I knew not I searched out. And 1 
brake the.jaws of the wicked, and plucked 
the spoil out of his mares is 7 0 XXIX. _ 

13, 15, 16, 17, 

To those who had: occasion Go him i in 
that capacit „ he was a counsellor, to de · 
fend their righteous and just causes, plead- | 
ing for the poor and the needy. 5 

Though he abounded in the fruits of 
mercy towards rich and poor, professors 

and profane; yet did he in an especial 
o manner shew himself affectionate and sym- 
. pathetic towards the despised followers - 6: 
1 the Lord of life and glory. 
e He ever held a 1333 harmony i: in 
judgment with such divines and professors 
st as were most sound and entire in the know- 
- ledge and acknowledgment of the truth. | 
ch He esteemed the peace of Zion, and the 
s, prosperity of Jerusalem, before his chief 
ng 3975 the care of all the churches around 
yung _—_— * him. 
: Whenever 
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Whenever he heard of gloomy tidings 
from Bohemia, Hungary, Germany, &c. 
he sat down and wept, and mourned cer- 


tain days, and fasted and prayed, before 


the God of Heaven; herein-imitating good 
Nehemiah, when he heard that the rem- 
nant of the Jews: were in great affliction, 
that the wall of Jerusalem was broken 
down, and the gates thereof burnt. 

In visiting the afflicted, in mind, body, 
or estate, he was careful and diligent; and 
he was reputed one of the best spiritual 
physicians in the eee If any were 
troubled in conscience, afflicted in soul for 
sin, molested by Satan, or terrified by God's 
judgments, happy was he that could have 
Mr. Bruen to come and see him; his very 


"= presence afforded a degree of ease and re- 


freshment; but his godly exhortations, 
_ _ wholesome admonitions, divine instruc- 
tions, sweet words of comfort, and espe- 
Cially his faithful and fervent prayers, were 
many times as so many remedies against 
their grievous miseries and maladies; hy 


issue and success of his gracious endeavours: 
being often effectual, either for relief or. 


N 18 
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Knowing that the fashions af this: world 


pass away, with the lust thereof, he could 


| not be brought into a liking of the new- 


fangled, vain and foolish fashions and cus- 
toms, as to attire, ridiculous gestures, and 
e . formal 
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formal compliments; on the contrary, hE 
heartily abhorred and shunned them. BE. 
ing at a High Sheriff's feast, at ve 
were several Lords H⁰iritna! and temp 
a health was begun by one of them to 25 
Prince, which was passed on with a ry 
of ceremonial solemnity. . It coming to 
his turn, he was pressed' to drink to the 
Prince's health; to which he © replied, 
* You may drink to his health, and I will 
pray for it, wishing you may do the same 
for yours.“ 
He was faithful in reproving sin, and 
would not fail to admonish his triends, ei- 
ther by word or by writing. 


directed to a cousin of his, to whom the 
Lord gave repentance two or 1 Jos 
before his death : 

I have often compared you, cousin, 
to Thomas Wilbraham, whom the people : 
of God think to be in heaven; for it many 
things you” were like him: but now you 
are broken off, and in many things differ 
from him. As, 1. He lovedthe assembly 
God's people, on the holy Sabbath, "both 
Wendon and afternoon, though his Body 
Was as umrieldy as yours; which you- dv. 
not. 2. He Toves often to contiiiltivate : 15 
which you do not. 9. He loved: to: have 
the company of the godly: in his house; 
wich * 40 not, but . * to have 
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your house made a thoroughfare of by pro- 
fane persons. 4. He would have his family 
publicly cathechized by a godly minister; 

which, you will not. 5. He had every day 


2 portion of holy Scripture read, and prayer 


morning and evening, and often Singing of 


psalms; which you have not. 6. He aban- 
doned and kept out of his house all roguish 


players; which you do not. J. He was 
usually at the public exercises of religion at 
Tarporley, and often at Northwich; which 
you are not. 8. He had a liberal disposi- 
tion to relieve the godly in distress; which 
you have not. 9. Although he had the 
world at will, as you have, yet he gloried 
not in it, bat honored God with his sub- 
stance; which you do not. 10. He grew 
in knowledge and holiness, with an hatred 
of sin, and a love to God's children; which 
you do not. I fear, cousin, —_ are In a 
lethargy, or that the alarum-bell of your 
conscience is silenced. Take heed; it is a 
dangerous thing to grieve the Spirit .of 
Goc; &c.. 

The foregoing is at once a good instance 
of his testimony against sin, and an ho- 
norable evidence in the behalf of Thomas 
Wilbraham, of Woodhey, Es g. 

Mr. Bruen was kind and tender-hearted 
to his tenants. He did not grind their faces 
by great tines, or crush their backs with 
heavy rents; he did not use their labour 

without 
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without hire, nor call for their work with- 
out wages: it was the very joy of his heart 
to see his tenants thrive under him. His 
behaviour towards them was like that of 
Augustus towards his subjects; he would 
not have any of them come before him 
with fear and trembling, as though they 
were approaching an elephant ; nor would 
he that any should leave his presence with 

a sad heart, as DJ they had been with 

3 tyrant. 

Having taken notice of Mr. Aa s life, 

as to Ais conversing with God, and his con- 
versation in the world, we come now to the 

: last of the three general heads Peet 


- in * 


VIZ. 
| III. His aepameee out of the 
; world. | 
1 Tals head may not improperly be sub- 
r divided into four articles, namely, 
a 1. His preparation for death; 
f 11. His resolution to bear all afflictions 
attendant on his departure; 
0 111, His gracious confidence of a blessed 
change; 
Iv. His happy constancy i in the faith of 
Christ to the end. © SURED: 


"© His Hreſtiaration for PREY 


As his life was employed in meditating. 


upon that important N which 1 is com- 
N 2 | mon 
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mon to all men, so was he continually pre- 
paring for the same: the Lord had taught 
Fim so to number his days as to apply his 
beart unto wisdom. All his studies and 
labours—all his holy duties and services 
all bis prayers and tears —all his watchings 


and fastings—all his desires and endea- 


| yYours—were especially directed to this pur- 
pose, namely, that he might run so as to 
obtain, fight so as to overcome, and finally 


to be more than a conqueror in Him that 


loved him and gave himself for him. It 
was his care to live so as that he might not 
JJ 8 

To be more particular, he, by the grace 
of God, endeavoured to set a due estima- 
tion on the pleasures, profits, honors, and 
favors of the world; and, instead of de- 
lighting in these transitory things, to fix 


his affections on those that are above: he 


considered his bodily infirmities as indica- 
tions of his departure, his spiritual re- 
joicings as foretastes of everlasting feli- 
city, and that to the godly death is the 
gate of life, which admits them into an 
inheritance free from sin, sorrow, tempta- 
tion, and affliction, where there are rivers 
af eternal pleasure, and a fulness of never- 
ending joy: in short, he esteemed himself 
a stranger and pilgrim on the earth, here 
Having no abiding city, but seeking one to 


* 


N | : 11. His 
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11. His resolution to bear all affuctions at 
tendant on his defiarture. 


Being armed with the whole panoply of 
God, he had courage to fight manfully, f 
under his peaceful Prince's banner, against 
temptations, afflictions, crosses, and losses. 
If called thereunto, he would have been 
content to be cast into a burning furnace, a 
lion's den, or a caldron of boiling oil, for 
his Lord and Master; for he counted not 
his life dear to him, so he might win Chr 
and be found i in him. | 


374 © 1 Hi ts gracious confidence af a 2 


change. 


It was observed by many friends, both at 
homie 'and abroad, that, when he saw he 
was drawing towar ds his journey's end, his 
faith was excecdingly increased, his hope 
and rejoicing in God enlarged, his love and 
zeal wonderfully inflamed ; so that, as it 
were, casting out the gauntlet of *defiance 
against all assaults of his enemies, with the 
apostle he could say, Who shall separate 
me from the love of Christ? shall tribula- 
tion, or distress, or persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or peril, or sword?—lI am 
persuaded, that neither death nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor 
heig} 2 nor depth, nor * other hall 

8 
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shall be able to Separate me from the love 


of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Being thus settled in his mind, it pleased 
God to visit him with sickness; àn ac- 


count of which is given in the following 


Letter from Mrs. Bruen: 
„I call to mind some words which he 


spake to me alone, at the time when it 


pleased the Lord to visit him, which was 


( 
on the day after the Sabbath. That morn. | 
Ing he rose exceeding early, and, having ; 


been in private prayer with God, as his 


usual manner was, he afterwards performed 
the duty of prayer with the family. This 


A 
being done, he went into his study, and ; 
continued there till dinner, as he was wont t 
to do; and after dinner he retired into his 


study again. He had not been there more 


8 
than an hour, « or two when it pleased the . 
8 


Lord to visit lim with a sort of shaking 


ague; on which he withdrew thence, and laid 


himself down on his bed in the little par- 


lour. Then said I ta him, I fear, Sir, your 
early rising hath done you hurt.” Io 
which he replied, If you had seen, wife, 
such glorioũis things as I saw this morning, 


being in private prayer to God, you would 
not have said so; for they were so wonder- 
Fil and unspeakable, that, with St. Paul, 
whether I was in the' body, or out of che 
body, I cannot tell, Thus it hath pleased 
. the Lord, lest I should be too much er” 
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by this glorious Sight, to give me a buffet in 
the flesh.* Which things he spake to me 
with exceeding great joy.” _ | 
A like report of ravighing sights (which 
he had not long before) himself made 
to some of his friends, after he had one 
day been at private prayer in his grove: 
the particulars of which he would not dis- 
close; but only told them in general, with 
great tenderness of heart, and tears both of 
joy and sorrow in his eyes. 5 
He now had a strong persuasion chat he 
should not live long, and that he should in 
a little time exchange this world for a bet- 
ter. 
His confidence was his oomfort i in all his 
sickness; ; during which he uttered many 
gracious and heavenly speeches, from se- 
veral parts of the Old and New Testaments, 
as the following, and such other: 
“ O how great is thy goodness, Lord,] 
which thou hast lad up for them that 
fear thee, which thou hast wrought for 
them that trust in thee before the SONS 
of men! (a) | 
How precious are e thy thoughts unto 
me, O God! how great is the sum of 
them! If I should count them, they 
are more in number than the sand: When | 
"SF awake, I am still with thee. (b) 
| ot * trusted 


(a) Psalm xxxi. 10. (b) Pealm exxxix. 17, 18. 
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„I ͤ trusted in thee, O Lord: I said, 
Thou art my God. My times are in thy 
hand. I am continually with thee : thou 
hast holden mechy my right hand. (e) 
Thou shalt guide with thy counsel, 
and afterwards receive me to lory. 
| Whom have I in heaven but 8 And 
there is none upon earth that I desire 
. besides thee. My flesh and my heart 
faileth: but God is the strength of my 
heart, and my portion for ever. (d) _ 
*I know whom 1 have believed; and 
I ar persuaded that he is able te keep | 
that which I have committed unto him 
against that day. (e) . 
O love the Lord, all ye his saints: 
for the Lord preserveth the faithful, and 
plentifully rewardeth the proud doer. (f) 
As the hart panteth after the water- 
' brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, 
O God. My soul thirsteth for God, for 
the living God: when shall I come and 
appear before God? (g) 
E. Let him kiss me with the has of 
1 - his mouth : for th 1 love is better than 
4 wine. Because the savour of thy 
10 09d ointments, thy name is as ointment 
1 n; e er do the Ther 
love 


40) baue XXXIi. 14, 15. 4 Pealm . 25. 
(d) Psalm Ixxiii. 24, 25, 26. 

(e) 2 Tim. i. 12. 
= eln XXX. 23. (g) Psalm xlii. 1, 2 
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1 love thee, Draw me, [and I] will run 
X after thee. (h) 


„God is not unri "FREY to et 
our work, and labour of — hich 
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For Ty? ] people Ao wipe not out my 
berate 01 1 nie for the house 
. my God, and 5 the offices thereof. 

el 


Wy: h to | the greatness of thy 
Src.” (1) | + 
Na of these holy ads heavenly ein. 
tenees he uttered at his first awaking in 
the morning, some in prayer witli his fa: 
mily, some in ejaculations, some as the 
issue of his secret and silent meditations, 
and some in couference with such of his 
Christian friends as came to visit bim, to | 
minister comfort or other coùnsel. | 
s of His heart was as a fountain full of We. 
han | waters of life; which being now broken up 
thy dy affliction, the duke e grace and truttl 
xent issued out amain. h 
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v. His lag constancy in the Jane of 
Cris to the end. 


Although his bodily infllenſtics 8 


he would by no means be kept from the 
house of God on the Lord's-day, so long as 
he could walk or ride, which was till 
within eight or nine weeks of his death. 


He usually went to the church on foot, 


which stood about a mile from his house; 
and was accompanied thither by all his fa- 
mily, except two or three of the servants, 
who were left to take care of the house. 
| He called on such of his tenants as lived 
in the way, who also went with him to 


church. He marched on with a joyful and 
glad heart, as a leader of the Lord's host; 


the company singing Psalms as hy: went, 
particularly the 84th: © : 
„ HOW pleasant is thy dw: - 
. Los of — wellng place, 
WT, 3 6. The tabernacles of thy grace, . _ 
2 How pleasant, Lord, they be!“ c. 
Which they sounded forth so harmoni- 
- ously, that many who heard them afar off 
were. much refreshed and delighted there- 
with ; and some, as they drew nearer, were 
brought to a preater 55 of the society 
of God's children. | 


His arrival at church was constantly be- 


| \ fore the beginning of uh te that 80 he 


ht the more com- 
fortably 


Al 1 


and his agen, mig 


. ds anecdote 
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fortably join in the worship of Almighty 
God ; which he did with such a reverent 
attention, gracious affection, and holy car- 
riage, as greatly induced others to be more 
conscientious therein. 5 

He seldom went to dinner after the 
prayers and sermon, but continued in 
church till after the evening service, ac- 
companied by others who were willing to 
stay with him. During this interval of 
public devotion, he repeated the sermon, 
(which he had carefully taken down, as be- 
fore has been observed to have been his 
custom) and joined his companions in sing- 
ing psalms, and conferring on the best 
things. a 

After the evening service, he and his 
goodly compan: journeyed home wards, 
with much comfort and joy in their hearts, 


endeavouring as they passed along to in- 


crease each other's knowledge, faith, and 
obedience, by repeating and conferring 
upon the evening sermon, &c. _ ; 
If any among them were afflicted, they- 
would be ready to counsel, comfort, and 

pray for such: and to those of them who 
were troubled in their consciences, Mr. 
Bruen would without Nan act the part of 


the good Samaritan, pouring into their 
afflicted spirits the Re 
venly consolation. 


e 2 Oil of hea- 
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Ang in the evening exercise at bis own 


house, he was so full of life and zeal, that, 
as well as his family, many of his tenants 


and, neighbours, greatly desired and de- 
lighted to hear him repeat the sermons, 


press the special points, urge the con- 


science, and pour out his cries, to God. 
So great was the comfort and joy which 


he experienced in holy duties on that day 


which has not improperly been called the 


Christian's market-day, that he frequently 
expressed an earnest wish that every day 
were a Sabbath or a fast-day !—When the 
Sabbath was passed, he blessed God for 
having given him one more of these happy 
** than he logked for. 

The week-days were rather tedious, his 
strength decaying, and his bodily, infirmi- 


ties increasing: however, he would not be 

_ dejected, but, endeavoured to raise up his 

heart by faith and hope, peaking. to his 
fol 


family and friends much in the 


| lowing. 
manner : 


Ihe time is not long: I must shorty 


lay down this my tabernacle, and then I 
shall get the start of you all, and shall 
celebrate an everlasting Sabbath before 

_ * the Lord, with his holy angels and 
blessed saints, in the highest heayens.” 


This he spake rejoicingly, but yet with 
! 
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He every day grew more and more 
weary of the world; and was best contented 


when he could! dispatch worldly: businesses 


with fewest words. eee ; 
Like good Hezekiah, he set his house in 
order, and made his will, so leaving all 
things in terms of peace and love: and 
by this means his mind, was disburdened 
of many earthly cares, and felt greater 
liberty to think and speak of spiritual and 
heavenly affairs; which he did not omit, 
but as he could stir about in the house, 
either to the hall, parlour, or kitchen, he 
would drop wholesome words of comfort 
among such as he met with, and ceased 
not, to, speak of holy or: heavenly: things 
to the rest of his family. | DE 
When persons came to see him, he would 
frequently say,. „ 
Alas! good souls, what are ye come 
to see? a poor wretch, a worm, and no 
man, a poor dying man. I may now say 
with Job, If IL wait, the. grave is: my 
house; I have made my bed in the dayk- 
ness. I have said to corruption, Thou 
art my father; to the worm, Thou art 


my mother, and my sister. And yet E 


know that my Redeemer liveth, and that 
he shall stand at the latter day upon the 
earth. And though after my skin, 


worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh 
„%%% an 
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shall I see God. Therefore we int not: 

but though the outward man perish, yet the 
-, inward man is renewed daily. And so our 
conversation is in heaven, fromywhence 


also we look for the Saviour, the Lord 


Jesus Christ; who shall change our vile 
body, that it may be fashioned like unto 
his glorious body, according to the work- 


ing whereby he his ahle to. subdue al 

things to himself“. 

To some who eee to comfort 
him with the 1 of l he en 
ay, 


; 66 My tires is in rake Lord's hind and 


114 is mot likely it can be long: my days 
are past, my purposes are broken off, 


even the thouglits of my heart; my task 


is ended — the Lord hath no more work 


for me to do; my warfare is accom- 
ee my race is run out; I now only 
hope and wait for the crown of righ- 


 teousness, which Christ has purchased 


for me, and God has promised to me.“ 


- He exhorted such professors of religion 
as came to see him, as well babes in Christ 
as young men and fathers, to hold on and 
hold out, never to be weary in well-doii 
but to grow in grace, and in the knowl 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, to increase in 
faith, and abound in love; telling them not 
5 to d he discouraged Dy. taunts and mocks, 
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railings and revilings, with other persecu- 
tions for the sake of Christ; but to be 
faithful unto death, that they might receive 
the crown of life. And in order that his 
instructions might make a deeper impres- 
sion on their hearts, he recommended to 
them his own experience and example, 
from the time he first embraced and pro- 
fessed the Gospel. His words were much 
to the following effect: 
When first 1 began to pediiouat re- 
lion, there was almost none in the whole 
shire that were acquainted with the 
power and practice of it. 
I. was, as the psalmist speaketh] 
like a pelican of the wilderness ; I [was] 
like an owl of the desert. Mine ene- 
mies [did] reproach me all the day, and 
_ [were] mad against me. (m) - 
„„I was a wonder of the world, yea 
a monster of men, and many did bend 
their tongues like bows for lies, and shoot 
out their arrows, even bitter words. | 
And yet for all this that came upon 
me, . did not forget the name of my 5 
God, neither did I deal falsly i in his 
een A My. heart was not turned: Sul 
either did my steps decline from his 
* way. But being strong in the Lord, and 
in the power of his mighit, I. found his 
1. a Hibce was sufficient for me, both to con- 
firm 
„ (m) Psalm Cli.- 6, 00 5ðĩ1nC 
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im me in the truth, and to preserve me 
blameless and harmless, without rebuke, 
in the midst of a creeked and perverse 
generation. And 60, through the good 
hand of my God which was upon me, 
T did overcome: for the work of God 
did prosper in my hand, and mine ad- 
versaries did not prevail against me. 
„ But now that may be said to this 
country which the Jo pint Spake unto 
the Gentiles: Sing, O barren ! thou that 
didst not beat ; break forth ifito singing, 
and cry aloud, thou that didst not tra- 
vail with child; for more are the chil- 
dren of the desolate than of the mar- 
ried wife, $saith the Lord. () 
„ How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob! 
and thy tabernacles, O Israel! As the 
vallies are they spread forth, as gardens 
by the river-side, as the trees of lign- 
alloes, which the Lord hath planted, 
and as cedar- trees beside the waters. (o) 
% Now the borders of the church are 
much enlarged, the number of believers 
wonderfully increased, and, blessed be 
God, every quarter and corner of the 
country is now filled with the sweet sa- 
vour of the Gospel. * 
O how it doth refresh m. epirit, 
and rejoice my soul, to see or to think 
e eon 
(e) Isaiah liv. 1. (o) Num, xxiv. 5, 6. 
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upon their sweet faces, standing before 
the Lord in che day of ase mbi, as an | 
army in holy beauty! | 
_ . «6 Wherefore, my beloved 3 
fear none of those things which you 
shall suffer. Watch ye, stand fast in 
the faith, quit ye like men, be strong, 
be ye stedfast also, and unmovable, al- 


ways abounding in the work of the Lord, 


forasmuch as ye know that your labour 8 
is not in vain in the Lord.“ 


With such like comfortable expressions 
did he encourage and stir up the minds Wu | 
professors who visited him. 


From this it is evident that Mr. Be 
was constant in the profession and prac- 
tice of true religion. He was never un- 
settled in his course, nor diverted from it; 
no, not by the strongest oppositions. His 
constancy, as was the Temple by those 
two special pillars, Boaz and Jachin,* was 
a ported by his confidence and patience, 

his will further appear by HOY the 
last passages of his life. | 

Being grown very feeble and weak, much 
like a dying lamp, the oil wasting, and the 


light waning dim, he yet breathed out sa- 


vory words of grace and peace, joy and - 
comfort, Bore r be Ng ts to the 
| breaking | 
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wed; open of a box of sweet odours, 
that refreshed all who came near it. 
About the 15th of January, his $trength 
was greatly abated, and his weakness much 
increased, by reason of a sore $toppage in 
his breast and throat, which prevented him 
from taking even a spoonfub of syrup, or 
_T kind of refreshment whatever. 
About this time a worthy Knight, his 
cousin, whom he greatly loved, for his fi. 
delity, and his zeal towards God's house and 
ople, came to see him. When he be- 
held Mr. Bruen in so much weakness, he 
could not refrain from tears, but wept over 
him abundantly; on which he endeavoured 
to comfort his kinsman, thus: Good Sir, 
weep nat for me; for there is no cause of 
weeping, but of much rejoicing in my be- 
half; turn your tears into prayers, and 
let me enjoy that fruit of your love. Let 
them weep, that have no hope but in this 
lite only; let them weep. that have no por- 
tion in the Lord, no part in Jesus Christ: 
but as for you and me, let us, in every state 
and condition, while we live, rejoice in the 
Lord together. You are on your way; 1 
52 at my journey's end: walk an as you 
bave both yy zun, . for à long time con- 
: Ane ard L Lord will be with YOu, be 
WI 0. never fail you nor forsake you. 
© On the following day his son and heir 
came nnn e bemhe. gave. whote- 


hy 
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some instruction and gracious exhortationz, 
5 praying for and blessing him and the rest 
of his children, and encouraging him to be 
: constant in religion, and to uphold the wor- 
1 ship ef God both in the public assembl7 
WW. aud wihed fornly ee 6 bln nt wi 
10 On the same day Mr. Langley and myself 


* came to see him: and here, what shall 1 
say? — my sorrow bleeds afresh ; I can now 


” rather weep than write ; mine eyes drop 
” tears as my pen doth words, and my writ- 
d ing rejoiceth, as it were, to mingle itself 
5 with my weeping. But I will endeavour to 
e refrain myself, and relate a few things 
hs which I saw and heard from him at that 
d time:—As soon as he saw me, he Seemed 
by much comforted in his very soul, and in 
of broken sentences spoke to this effect ; **Qh 
5 brother Hinde, you are a welcome man 
pd unto me? I am here, you see, the Lord's 
et prisoner, cast on a bed of sickness; and in 


great affliction ; yet waiting on the mercies 
r- if of my God for a comfortable release in due. 
t: season. And when he was asked as to 
e the state of his faith and hope in Christ, 

he whether his consolations abounded in the 

4. midst of his afflictions, he replied, Yes, 

qu I thank God, they far exceed them. Yea, 

n- and what is more remarkable, the Lord of 

he his mercy hath given me so strong an evi- 

5 dence of his love and favor in Christ, that 

ell TI am not troubled in my conscience with 
te. 7 es doubts 
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doubts WE FSR nor an other satannical 
molestations and temptations ; but rest and 
wait in patience for the ö of 
his merties .. . „ 
Hereupon, though we were Sorrowful i in 
his sorrow, yet were we joyful in his joy. 
Wishing not to trouble him with many 
words, we proposed to join in prayer with 
him. On which he seemed to rejoice in 
his spirit, and intimated that he much de- 
sired it; and raising himself in his bed, 


vens, he, as it were, reached after the 
petitions that were put up to God for him; 
and, joining in heart and spirit with him 
that prayed, he could not contain himself; 
but oftentimes, with a cheerful consent, 
said Amen, Amen, to the supplications 
which were made for his good and comfort 

in jesus Chrie. 
After this Mr. L. spoke to him a . 
words of comfort, saying that he knew he 
would shortly be released from all sin and 
Sorrow, from Satan, and the present evil 
world: to which he replied, - know | 
Shall, and be with Christ, which is best of 
= all: and now the messenger of death is 
upon me; referring to the hiccup, which 
haad seized him. Mr. L. rejoined, © I hope, 
Sir, death. is no fear or terror to you.“ 
No indeed, said he; I thank God, it 
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is my way to life; and I am now called of 
God unto it. nr n HRT eee 
Thus he continued in great pain of body, 
but increasing in consolations, and enduring 

his sickness with admirable patience. 

The same evening he desired me to call 
his family to prayer, and to perform the 
evening sacrifice in the great parlour, com- 
manding that the little parlour door be set 
open, that he might hear, and join us in the 
worship of Almighty Gde. 

I staid with him till the afternoon of the 
next day; when necessity calling me home, 
I and my wife (his former wife's own sis- 
ter) came to take leave of him: on which 
his soul seemed to melt within him: indeed 
our hearts, as well as his, were full of grief, 
and our eyes full of tears; so, mingling to- 
gether our tears and prayers, we com- 
mended each other to the grace of God. 
Then falling on his face, and kissing his 
cheek, we took our long leave of him. 
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The following day he was supposed to be 


dying by those that were near him, who 
asked his blessing, which he willingly ex- 
Peg by lifting his hands and heart to 
eaven for them, at the same time uttering 
some words which were not intelligible. 
In the afternoon he overheard. some- 
body speaking of blacks, on which he said, 
* I will have no blacks; I love not 
proud or pompous funerals; neither is 
i 9 e DURO. 
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there any cause for mourning, but rather of 
rejoicing in my particular. 
Aſter this he intreated a certain pious 
to pray with him, which he did, 
very willingly, again and again, to his great 
Satisfaction. 
And now growing $0 weak, that he was 
scarcely able to speak, some who were 
about him requested that he would lift up 
his hand, if he wished them to pray for 
him ? with which he readily complied, and 
was heard to say Amen. 
Afterwards lifting up his hands, he uttered 
these words, with others to the hke effect : 
The Lord is my portion, my help, 
1 nd my trust: his son Jesus is my Savi- 
dur and Redeemer; Amen. Even $0 saith 
the Spirit unto n Spirit. Therefore 
come Lord Jesus, and kiss me with the 
kisses of thy mouth, and embrace me 
with the arms of thy love. Into thy 
hands I commend my Spirit. O come, 
no, and take me to thine own self. 0 
dome, Lord Jesus; come e 0 
- come! O come O come!” ? 
Having 80 said, lus spirits fainting and 
v Speech failing, he lay quiet for a short 
time, and then meekly yielded up his pre- 
eious soul into the hands of God his Father 
, who gave it, and the arms of his Sayjout 
_ who redeemed it with his precious blood, in 


the Foy 7625, * einty- Are. | . 
Thus 


I - JOHN BRUEN, ESQ. {11 
Thus finishing his course, Mr. Bruen's 
5 happy spirit sweetly passed through the 


gate of death into the mansions of ever- 
lasting life and peace. 


All 
__ GLORY, 
THANKSGIVING, 


AND DE 
P raise, 


Be unto our gracious GOD, in, ad | ir his. 
j Son JESUS CHRIST, for ever and ever. 
: Amen. 
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4 Short account of ts „ Cutdatne : 
Bretterg, 1 8 
An expression of Mr. Bruen- 8 concern ; 
„CC 8 
Account of Robert Pasfield, or Old j 
bert, one of Mr. Brutn's servants— 
an Extraordinary. character— _ 29 
A description ôf Ol Robert's singular 
girdle, which he made iise of for tile 
same purpose as some do their pen, 30 
A sermon preached in the parlour at the 
Peile, by the Minister of Tarvin, 45 
An incredible number of volumes writ- 
ten or copied by Mr. Bruen, 
An honorable testimony in behalf dt 
Mr. Bruen's second wife, 63 
| A miracle, respecting John Robinson, CY 
A providential Nen of John Bruen 2 
the younger, „„ 
Another providential esca . 72 
An awful instance of God's! indignation 
against contemners of good men, ib, 
A very extraordinary judgment inflicted 
on a boy at Northwich, . 
A rettrarkable instance of Mr. Bruen's "i 
'peaceable.disposition,. pf | 
A speech of Mr. Bruen's, expretsive 0 | 
. A hope full of immortality, e 
2 Another 
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„ an 
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Another speech of Mr. Bruen- 8. 101 
A reply to some who endeavoured to 
comfort him with the hope of reco- 
very from sickness, 102 
An exhortation to projeaecrs who vi- 
sited him ib. 
Almost none of the inhabitants 4 Che- 
Shire acquainted with the power and 
practice of religion, | 103 
A worthy Knight, weeping Ares Mr. 
Bruen, is comforted by 106 
A short dialogue between Mr. Bruen 
and the Rev. Mr. Langley, 108 
Death of Mr. Bruen's first wife, 52 
of his second wife, 623 
Eleven observations collected by Mr. | 
Bruen against gaming, 58 


Exclamation of the renowned Mr. ; 2 
; 0 ar." Mr, LID 8 Wes ; 61 


het 1 
— entrance in the cniperaty of or. N 

e 8 a 10 

patute thance, 5 A 14 

— t marriage, 5 Th 15 
— fondness for . hawk ing, 

horse- racing, . 1 16 

— conduct herein reprovable, 43 


5 childten e converted, 5 
COL, Mr. 


A 1 
*$ = 0 * 
1 *. 1 : . 1 
a * # % £4 * 


w# 


IN DEX. | 


Mr. BRUEx's choice as to his Servants, * 
—— familiarity with them, 


—— condescension unlike the state 


stiffness of many, 


when unfit for labour, 


churches of God, 

ordering of his 8 as to reli- 
gious duties, 
nnn 
form of prayer, 


singing psalms with his family, 
— regular course in reading, 
family prayer, 
— e and e of the 


„ 


Aden 
— ar nai) with this of 
too many gentlemen, 


1 to convince them. of his value, 


"ES Nik. 


kind behaviour to Old Robert, 5 


delight in eren God 5 


it. 5 


house a common nursery for the 5 


N 


1 
— providing for the public congrega- | 
tion a worthy preacher, and his po- _ 


P. 


Ir. BRuxx's singular and successful 
method of 1 Tarvin wake, 46 


. wise manner of dealing with Mr. 
Hardware, of the Pelle, © 49 
attendance at monthly religion 
exercises in different parts of Che- 
shire and Lancashire, 50. 
— taking down notes and observa· g 
tions, A . 
— kindness to God's Ministers, e 
second marriage, 53. 


| — residence with his mother-in-law, | 


at the Rhodes; near Machester, . 54. 


7 3 — * * * 
, 


— testimonꝝy of God's blessing his 


pious endeavours while at the Rhodes, 55. 
— return to Stapleford with. his se- * 


Fond. wife, 
house still more famous as 4 school., 


of religion, 
—— abhorrence. of cards, dice, Se. 56 
kesidence e e 


— endeavours blessed to the convie+: | 
tion and conversion of Signers, while 


at Chester, 3 66 
— maintenance of the poor by the 
 " prgduce of Stapleford mils. ib 
return from Chester 0 gelt. 
ahi mird maxriage, 
_..— stedfastness, & 1 „00 103 | 
meditation, 69 


= 1 obgervation of thekord's ways,&c. 70 
| Mr. 


P. 
Mr. BRukx's invocation af God's noms. 


i distribution of good book. 3 
great pity towards the Poor been 2 
in several instances, e muess 5 
special regard for the-godly;:-- 0 RN 
harmony with me. conn ei. — 
vines, &c.. 2 b. 


, _—— diligence and great usefulness i in 


2 abhorrence of bali fass wh 


_ engplitied in an extract: of z very 


Sec. Y 78 
— times of private prayer, 1 280 170 
— power in private prayer, {8 oF 
—— fasting,  : 18 80 


—— mourning for the afflictions.of 7.— — 
"A and the desolations of Jause ib. 
—— rejoicing in the Lord, ib. 
— imitation of his heavenly Father, on 
—— excellencies briefly summed up. 
—— great, concern: for sinners, - 
—— conduct towards mockers, & 


esteem for the: peace of lis ©: . 
conduct on hearing gloomy. tidings—__- " 
from Bohemia, &ͤ . 3 3 


visiting the aftlicted; - {ie ib Fo 


customs, and formal compliments, * 1 
—— Singular conduct at. @ thgh.ghe-—- 
riff's feast, | 89. 


— faithfulness in repnoving Sin, en 


_ pointed: letter to a cousimof his c 


in his kinsman's experience with —_ 
that 


.% 


* wt INDEX. 


b. 
chat of Thomas Wilbraham, Esq. of © 
Woodhey, 89 

Mr. BRUERN's tenderness towards his 
tenants! | 90 
— preparation for death, | 91 
— resolution to bear all afflictions at- | 
. tendant'on his departure, 93 
gracious confidence of a blessed 
— 1 8 d. 
heavenly zpec ties ; 95 
— heart as a fountain full of the 
waters of life, | 23> - $9 


—— constancy in'the faith of Christ, 98 
—— exemplary behaviour at church, 99 
manner of continuing in church 
during the interval between morning 
and evening service, ib. 
tenants and neighbours delight to 
hear him discourse and 100 
— great love for the Saba th. day, &c. ib. 
consolations exceed his afflictions, 100 
— strong evidence of God's love to 
him, | jb. 
opti wish that none should mourn, but 
rather rejoice, on account of his death, 109 


— longing to be with Wn 110 
happy deatnm, ib. 
Mr. BRUEN morally beste 14155 ö 4 


— preserved from gross sins, and in a 
. degrey _ e e tt 


a 


2 


INDEX. C.. 
p. 
Mr. BnuEx sent to his uncle Dutton's, of 
Dutton, to be trained up under Janne | 
Roe, 3 7 
compared with the admizable Ga- 
leacius Caracciolus, Marquis of Vico, - 


in Italy, 14 
and Ralph Done, Esq. keep: a pack = 
of hounds, 16 
—— compared with St. Austin, as to se- | 
veral particulars, - £20 
and his first wife shine as lamps i in 1 
their family,. 7 


shews his concern for his servants, 
by visiting and conversing with them 
of the best things, when at their la- 

7 Dons 34 
reproached and arenen by maxters 


In Israel, 40 


and several e pray with the 

"afflicted boy at Northwich, 173 
compared with St. James the 2 
as to the hardness of his knees, &c. 

— naturally fierce, angry, and hasty, 95 


- a guide to poor erring souls, 85 
- his family and tenants go tochurch - — 
singing, 8 


and his goodly company cities on 


divine things, as hep cold from | 
church, 99 
— makes his wil, (tn 

* 5 | Mr. 


Su? INDEX. 
| P, 
Mr. BRURN * to professors 


his own experience and practice, 103 
—— like a pelican of the wilderness, 


or an owl of the desert, ib. 
—— Supported dy his confidence and 
ene 1 : 105 


Lady Egerton ; Mr. a Dutton, of 
Dutton, with his wife, &c. four gen- 
tlewomen of Hatton. with a maid- 
- Servant ;—reside at Mr. Bruen's, and 
several of them become converts to 
* the truth, 62 
Mr. John Brerewood, son of Alderman 
Brere wood, of Chester, made useful 


to Mr. Bruen, 11. 
Mr. Hardware and his family eresidence 
under Mr. Bruen's roof, 22 3 49 
Mr: Hardware's conversion, jb. 
Mr. John Done, of Vikinton, por his 
wife, reside at Mr. Bruen's,, 55 
Mr. Dutton s a stop to pipi and 
_ Sabbath, Me hs 62 
Observations on dancing, 8 
| — — on hunting, Ke. 1 17 
= Prayer a remedy. against anger, $5207 
=” . Religions entrance, bg the devit © 
ad his partakers, 43 
3 << Some of the first fruits of Mr, Bruen's 
2 N 22 


* 5 6 | Sir 


oy og WW qaHSD 


Thoughts on set forms of prayer, 


INDEX. 


Sir Richard Grosvenor's residence in 
Mr. Bruen's family, 


Sudden death not always a den of God's 


displeasure, 
Thoughts concerning the prayer of a 


child, with quotations from St. Au- 


Stin, &c. to the purpose, 


The Sabbath wholly spent in piping, 


dancing, &c. 
The ordinary means of conversion, 
The Lord awakes Mr. Bruen to a sense 
of his error, 
The miserable condition of families 
whose governors are unequally yoked, 
The nature of genuine humility, 


The manner in which Mr. Bruen' 8 ser- | 


vants spent their evenings, 


3 7 


48 


59 


25 
8 


34 


Testimony of the Rev. Mr. Clark, Mi- 15 


nister of Tarvin, in favor of Mr. ER 
2:45 


Bruen, 
Testimonies of several F athers agains 


cards, dice, &c. 


Bruen's parlour and hall, 

The Rev. Mr. Ar. St. procured for the 
great congregation, and his testimony 
in behalf of Mr. Bruen, 


The Rev. Robert 3 or r Ola Eli, a 
worthy man of God, | 


The 


6 a 


57 
Two goodly Bibles fixed. up in Mr. Ps 
"BY, 


60 


62 
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The 3 consequences of the death 


The country filled with the savour of 


The last passages of Mr. Bruen's life, 105 


P. 


of Mr. ruen 8 second wife, 64 


The Bishop's praying with the afflicted 
boy of Nort wich, and his Lordship's 


tn affrighted into a swoon, 74 
The Bishop's licence for fasting and 
prayer at the boy's father's, ib. 
Ihe boy's strange speeches, 75 
The places of Mr. Bruen's Solitary de- 
.  votions, 78 
Twelve rules which Mr. Bruen greatly 
desired to follow, 82 
aer of an Honorable Judge in 
* favor of Mr. Bruen, 84 
The beginning of his last illness, in a 
letter from Mrs. Bruen, 94 
Two heavenly, visions, 185 94, 95 
The work of God prospers, 104 


the Gospel, ib. 


_ The Rev. Mr. Langley, and the Rev. 


Mr. Hinde {the author of his Life) 

visit Mr. Bruen just before his death, 107 
The Rev. Mr. Hinde and his wife's 

grievous departure from Mr. Bruen, 109 
| Wakes and 8520 3 47 
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